COMMONWEALTH GAMES 2010
A Grand Peek for a Grand Event
 
Well, I really don't know how to pen down my feelings on such a wonderful experience, which I had. The event was hosting a team of delegates from different countries who were here to inspect the preparations for the Commonwealth Games 2010. Sixty students from different government schools including 15 from my school, RPVV, Tyagraj were selected for the event.
 
As soon as I entered the hall where the judges were about to conduct the auditions, I got nervous though I was confident about getting selected. Well, soon I found myself continuously asking my English teacher, Ms. Anita Mishra, "Ma'am what are they going to ask?” "What if I get stuck in the middle?" At last the auditions started and guess what, I was the first one. It was really horrifying because if you listen to others speaking you get an idea how to go about things. Fortunately, I did well and was happy to get selected. It was really a great experience. 
 
The next day our training started. It was for 3 continuous days. It included all the personality development tasks. The trainers first told us to interact with other school students in a group of six. Then they told us to script a play on what we would do if any of our guests is going to ask us something. They gave us different situations and again our group was the first one to perform. We were nervous, confused and lacked confidence. But we followed the teacher's advice, became more serious and in the end could perform well. The second day of our training was spent in the awesome Qutab Minar complex. There, we got to know the history of Qutab Minar and our guide told us the significance of each and every carving and designs that were made hundreds of years ago.
 
At last THE day arrived. The last of the training sessions was kept for that day. We were told where to stand and how to guide the delegates. The first and foremost thing told to us was to treat our guests like our own relatives coming to our house. We were told not to call them "foreigners" but our distinguished guests. On the day of the main event, I was really excited. We were provided white trousers and white tennis shoes. We changed our dresses in a school near Qutab Minar - Ramanujan Sarvodaya Kanya Vidyalaya. They were our hosts for the last 2 days of the training and the staff was really helpful. As soon as we changed our dresses, our teacher volunteers took us to the main venue.
 
On the arrival of our guests, my heart was overwhelmed by receiving huge smiles from our guests both from India and abroad. I really loved the way they acknowledged our presence. The first one to enter the main gate was Prince Edward of Britain with his daughter. Imagine people going to London, going through formalities and security checks to see an important member of the royal family and here we are, 60 student volunteers getting this golden opportunity! Wow! It was fabulous. Following him were many guests. 
 
Then, I saw a lady entering the main gate and she was none other than Smt. Sheila Dixit, the Honourable Chief Minister of NCT of Delhi. The lady, who got elected 3 times as Chief Minister of Delhi, greeted me like her own child. I was speechless. I felt really sorry as I didn't have any means to capture that moment. For security reasons, we were not allowed to carry cameras inside. At the end, when the delegates, along with our respected C.M. moved ahead for dinner after the cultural programmes, we got into the bus with our volunteer teachers and started sharing our experiences.
 
At last, the time for everybody's departure came. I felt sad because though we were from different schools we were united on a string called friendship that had developed along in the past three days. I still remember those glowing faces, but have forgotten some of their lovely names, for which I really feel sorry.
 
Well, I want to thank my teachers, Ms. Anita Mishra and our escort teacher Mr. Dhanveer Singh. He dropped us at our homes at 11 o'clock in the night. I am thankful to my parents who motivated me to participate in the event. Thank you each and every one involved in the event and hope I'm going to get the next opportunity to relive the past.
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