As part of our economics course we researched different economies around the world.  Our class is very multicultural with students whose families come from England, Pakistan, China, Russia, Poland, Lithuania, India and Austria and this encouraged us to choose a wide variety of countries to research.  We compared the two extremes, command economies and free market economies as well as looking at some countries that are in transition and others with mixed economies.  Some countries leaders were dictators, one had a King while others were controlled by an elected democratic government.  Here are some facts that we found out:
· The United States economy has the world's largest gross domestic product (GDP), $13.21 trillion in 2006.

· The largest employer in the world is the Indian railway system, employing over a million people!  

· Argentines have the highest consumption in the world of red meat.

· 88% of all Romanian citizens have a colour television set in their household and more than 50% have broadband connections.
· Finland is rated the sixth most peaceful country in the world by the Economist Intelligence Unit and since 1945, Finland has been at peace, adopting neutrality in wartime. 
· Finland is the freest nation in the world in terms of civil liberties, freedom of the press, low corruption levels and political rights. 
· 24% of the world speaks Chinese (there are over 200 different Chinese languages and regional dialects). 
· Japan has an inflation rate of 0.3%

· Saudi Arabia’s Head of state and prime minister is King Abdullah Bin-Abd-al-Aziz Al Saud

· Russia has a population of 143.8 million (UN, 2006) and an area of 17 million sq km (6.6 million sq miles) 
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Our Russian class member told us how her father had set up a business in Russia under the communist regime, trading vodka and potatoes for logs which he was then able to sell for money.
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