Assembly- the European Day:
Which are the four most widely spoken languages in the world? Think about three of them. 
Did you think about these languages?

· Chinese (Mandarin) 

· English 

· Hindustani 

· Spanish 
The world's population is roughly 6 billion people. Of these about one and a quarter billion people speak Chinese; 550 million speak English; Hindustani speakers number 500 million and Spanish is spoken by 450 million. So just under half the world's population speak one of those four languages.

Two of the top four started out as European languages - English and Spanish. On September 26 every year the European Day of Languages celebrates the different languages that we use. So today we are going to take a look at languages in Europe.
Sixteen thousand citizens of the European Union were surveyed last December about the languages they speak, whether other languages are useful and how they learn languages. Here are some facts and figures taken from the survey 
71% of Europeans consider that everyone should know a foreign language. 

74% (almost three-quarters) of parents believe that their children should learn other European languages as it opens up the labour market for them. 

In Sweden, the Netherlands and Denmark, more than 85% of citizens can express themselves in another language. Thats nearly nine in every ten people. 

In Ireland, Luxembourg and Austria children start learning a second language at primary school. 

In Luxembourg 98% of the population speak at least one foreign language - almost everyone! 

Almost half (47%) of Europeans only speak their mother tongue. In Britain that rises to two out of every three people (66%) who can only speak English. 

Just 8% Europeans speak a third language. 

22% of Europeans do not consider themselves to be good at languages. 

So how does this school compare? How many students are learning one foreign language? Two? Three?

Language is a major form of communication that allows us to share ideas and stories with others. Foreign travel becomes easier and more enjoyable as you understand more and make new friends. You don't have to be word perfect - everywhere people will appreciate when you make the effort to speak their language. When you learn a foreign language you are not just increasing your ability to communicate, but also your job prospects - even if you work in your own country.

Britain today is very different from the Britain of 50 years ago. There have been obvious changes. Technology for example: we can communicate instantly with people who are the other side of the world via the internet, or fly to see them in a few hours. People sometimes say the world has become smaller, since we are so much freer to experience distant parts of it.

As a result, people move and set up home in other countries in far greater numbers than ever before. Their religion, language and culture may be very different from the customs and beliefs of their new home country. Increasingly, we live in a diverse society, one where there are differences between people. In most schools nowadays, for example, you will find several of languages or cultures represented, with quite different ways of looking at life.

You can imagine how this might lead to problems. People often don't like things that are different. They seem strange; perhaps even wrong. One of the greatest challenges posed by our society is how very different people can live together happily and in peace, especially when they don’t speak the same language or have the same culture. 

I have always believed that learning a language or learning about a language helps you to understand a culture. It makes you become tolerant. It prepares you to live with and accept differences, even if you don’t agree with them. For instance, it makes me cross when I hear prejudices or generalities about French people. Ignorance leads to prejudice and discrimination, which invariably leads to a vicious circle of verbal or even physical violence. I think that the world we live in is rich in its differences, and it would be boring if we were all the same. 

It is difference that adds to our enjoyment when we travel to other parts of the world. For instance, when I went to Botswana 2 years ago, I’ve been asked if I go to work when it snows because it must be so cold. In Zimbabwe, they’ve asked me why I don’t have my maids doing the cooking because if you earn a bit of money over there, you have a duty to employ people in you home to ensure everyone can be fed. 

It is other people’s differences that make them interesting and attractive, as well as sometimes making them difficult. That’s why we are celebrating the European Day of Languages today. Only through tolerating differences between people, cultures, and nations, can we hope to achieve international harmony. I hope you will enjoy this day. 

The year 7 will do a treasure hunt at lunch time, the Year 8 will try to find out which teachers wear special badges, the Year 9s took part in the displays as well as the year 10s. The 6th formers are helping out with the quizzes and the year 11 have been entered for a quiz competition. Staff is also taking part: some teachers have prepared special lesson topics for you, some are wearing badges and all are competing in a quiz. Any feedback on this day is most welcomed- you’ll find me in the language office, by L6.Thank you.
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