Excerpt from HMI Ofsted Report June 2008

Overall effectiveness of the school

Grade: 1

The Holt is outstanding in the main school. It is good in the sixth form. One of its most significant strengths is its specialist status as a Language College: students take full advantage of the numerous connections that have been forged with other countries and with the curricular activities linked with this. 

In 2008 – 2009 we will have visitors in school from China, speakers from outside to present on international aspects (Dr Fane, Mrs Harris and others), more on-line international projects (inet, etwinning, global-gateway, global-leap, climate cool). 

During 2008 – 2009, there will be on-going projects with our partner schools in :

· Afghanistan

· Bulgaria

· China

· France

· Germany

· Italy

· India

· Korea

· Spain

· Uganda

These projects will involve more departments and more pupils, and will move away from mere fund-raising and financial support to encouraging pupils to work on joint projects together, constructing, exchanging. 

We also hope to link up with schools in Hong Kong through Climate change project. Visitors in School from Hong Kong on 17/7/08.

Video conferencing will be the BIG focus for 2008-2009. It is the International Coordinator’s objective to carry out at least one international VC session per half term. 

It is also the International Coordinator’s vision that every girl at The Holt will have the opportunity, if she wishes, to communicate in some way with young people from other countries whilst she is at the school. 
Where next? 

Trips and Exchanges, Special days : Plans for 2008 – 2009

September 

European Day of Language
October 

Comenius Visit to Ancona, Italy yr 9, 10



Spanish visit to Rosas yr 9
November 
Theatre Company visiting school to perform plays in Spanish, German, French 

December 

German Advent event
February 

Year 12 work experience to Germany, France, Spain



Ski trip to Italy years 8 - 10



Technology Faculty International Day year 9



Spanish tapas event years 7 - 9 
Technology trip to Disneyland Paris years 10 - 12
March 


Commonwealth Day 




Trip to China year 10 




Spanish Exchange to La Manga years 8 - 10 




D&T trip to New York, years 12 – 13



Philosophy trip to Italy years 12 – 13 

April 


Comenius Visit to Brittany, France years 8 - 10 


May 


PE trip to Ardeches, France year 9 - 10 
June 


Sports day – theme ‘The Americas’ 




Spanish exchange return to The Holt 

July 


Bastille Day celebrations



Slavery/African drumming day  




German trip to Germany year 8 



French trip to Fougeres year 7 




Years 11, 12 and 13 go to Borneo for 4 weeks 

