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Christmas in Bulgaria is preceded by Christmas Eve. Traditionally, Christmas Eve is the day, when people believe that they purify from all the bad things they`ve done through the year. On Christmas Eve, also called Badni vecher (in bulgarian), nobody eats meat and animal products. People have to cook 7, 9 or 11 traditional lenten meals. Most common are stewed beans, sarmi (rice with seasonings in cabage leafs), oshav (stewed dried fruit), garlic, honey, fortune pita (pastry with fortunes or a coin in it), stuffed peppers, nuts, fruits, pumpkin pastry and many others. The person that kneads the fortune pastry sings ritual Christmas songs and puts a coin in the dough.
Before the family starts eating, the oldest man in the family burnincenses the house from the bad and unpleasant creatures. Everyone from the family is given a piece from the fortune pastry by the oldest in the family.  When everybody gets a piece they start searching for the small coin. The person that gets the coinwill be the luckiest in the family for the whole year. The kids in the family can get a small piece from the pastry and put in under their pillow - then they will be able to dream and see what good things will happen through the year.
After the meal, the table isn`t cleared, because of the popular belief that the death people come in the house and eat from the dinner and when they do so, they give happiness to the people in the family.
 Among the Bulgarian Christmas traditions is koleduvane, which involvs boys and man visiting the neighbouring houses starting at midnight on Christmas Eve, wishing health, wealth and happiness and patting the backs of the people with decorated cornel sticks. In acknowledgement of this serve, people give them ring-shaped buns, dried fruit, sweets.
On Christmas, like most of the other countries, bulgarians make gifts to each other. All the little kids impatiently expect.

Grandfather Christmas` (Dyado Koleda) gifts. He puts them under the traditional Christmas tree, which is decorated with beautiful festoons,balls and other decorations - usually in red and gold or silver and blue.
Christmas is the most beautiful and expected holiday from the kids in Bulgaria. It is the day when the family gathers and has a great and fun time.
      MERRY CHISTMAS!

