

 BRAZILIAN SPORT
1. Capoeira

2. Brazilian jui jitsu and vale tudos
3. Brazilian snooker

4. Football (soccer)                                                                                                                         
5. Foot volley

6. Tennis
7. Basketball                                                           
8. Motor sport
9. Volleyball

10. Other sports

Capoeira is an Afro-Brazilian martial art marked by deft, tricky movements often played on the ground or completely inverted. It also has a strong acrobatic component in some versions and is always played with music. It is a culturally significant sport, developed in colonial times by slaves. Nowadays Capoeira is practiced internationally and found its way into popular culture through many computer games and movies.
Brazilian Jiu Jitsu originated in Brazil in the 1910s, and emphasizes ground fighting techniques and submission holds involving joint-locks and chokeholds. Gracie Jiu Jitsu became known internationally in the 1990s, due to the very skilled fighters in the Gracie family, namely Hélio Gracie, Royce Gracie and Rickson Gracie, which are also responsible for spreading the practice of Vale tudo, meaning "anything goes", seen today in tournaments such as PRIDE and Ultimate Fighting. Some notable Brazilian fighters in these tournaments include Anderson Silva, Wanderlei Silva and Antonio Rodrigo Nogueira. Helio Gracie had a rather small build and changed Jiu-Jitsu (that came from Japan) to be used by anyone in a real fight situation. The belt progression goes in the following order: White, Blue, Purple, Brown, Black, Red-black, Red. Helio and Rorion Gracie are the only red belts.

Sinuca Brasileira is a Brazilian variant of snooker, a cue sport. Sincua differs from snooker primarily stead of fifteen red balls, in addition to the "colour balls", but there are some unique rules as well.
Footvolley was created in Brazil in the 1960s. It is a mix of football and volleyball, where the players must use their feet and head to get the ball over the net and into the opponent's court, and is also played in sand. It is one of the most popular beach sports in Brazil.
Maria Esther Bueno is the most successful Brazilian tennis player in Grand Slam tournaments. She has seven single titles (4 wins at the US Open and 3 at Wimbledon) and 12 doubles titles (5 at Wimbledon, 4 at the US Open, 2 in the Roland Garros, including a mixed doubles, and once at the Australian Open). In the men's side, Gustavo Kuerten, or Guga, is the most sucessful brazilian player, with three wins at Roland Garros (1997, 2000, 2001) and the being ranked number one in the world for almost a full year. However, bad administrations, lack of money and serious support, and the elitization of this sport resulted in an uncompetitive Brazilian tennis, fragile and with a doubtful future.
Basketball is somewhat popular in Brazil, but lost popularity after the increased attention volleyball has gained recently. The men's Brazilian national team has won the Basketball World Championship twice, in 1959 and 1963, as well as three Olympic bronze medals (1948, 1960, 1964). Oscar Schmidt is the most renowned male Brazilian player, and Hortência Marcari the most renowned female. Three of the nation's top players are in the NBA: they are the Phoenix Suns' Leandro Barbosa, the Denver Nuggets' Nenê and the Cleveland Cavaliers's Anderson Varejao, but basketball is still less popular than soccer, volleyball, auto-racing.
Brazil has produced three Formula One world champions: Emerson Fittipaldi (1972 and 1974), Nelson Piquet (1981, 1983 and 1987) and Ayrton Senna (1988, 1990 and 1991).

There are three Brazilian drivers in the 2008 lineup, Rubens Barrichello of Honda, Felipe Massa of Ferrari and Nelsinho Piquet of Renault. Also, there are rumors that Bruno Senna (nephew of the late Ayrton) and Lucas Di Grassi can become regular Formula One drivers in the near future.

Brazil has been in the Formula One calendar since 1972. Nowadays, it is the last race of the year, held in mid-October. Two circuits have been host to the race of Formula One : Jacarepagua and Interlagos. The first one, located in Rio de Janeiro, hosted the 1978 race and then between 1981 and 1989. From 1972 to 1977, in 1979 and 1980, and since 1990 the Brazilian Grand Prix takes place at the Interlagos circuit, in São Paulo.

In total, Brazil has 99 Formula One race wins (as of the 2008 Brazilian Grand Prix, the last race of the 2008 season), distributed between Senna (41), Piquet (23), Fittipaldi (14), Massa (11), Barrichello (9) and José Carlos Pace (1).

The only Formula One constructor to ever be based in Brazil is Fittipaldi Automotive.

Brazil is also home to notable drivers in the Indy Racing League (also in the USAC and CART), such as 2004 champion Tony Kanaan, as well as winners of the Indy 500 race, Brazil has won that event five times: Emerson Fittipaldi (1989 and 1993), Hélio Castroneves (2001 and 2002) and Gil de Ferran (2003).

In the sports car racing scene, Raul Boesel won the 1987 World Sportscar Championship and got close to winning the 1991 Le Mans 24 Hours, when he was second, and Ricardo Zonta won the 1998 FIA GT Championship. Also Mil Milhas Brasil, a racing sports car endurance race, has the longest history in the Brazilian racing events.

Auto racing popularity is rising, and recently Brazil has been promoting Stock Car championships and rally events.

On motorcycle racing, the most prominent Brazilian racer on MotoGP as of now is Alex Barros, who is the most experienced racer of all time in the category with 259 race starts and 7 wins.
Currently Brazil is the most successful country when considering all categories of volleyball.

Brazil men's national volleyball team is currently the champion in the two major competitions (Volleyball World Cup and World Championship) and ranks number one in the FIVB World Ranking.[1] Brazilian men team titles include:

· 2 Olympic gold medals (1992 and 2004) and two silver medals (1984 and 2008) 

· 2 World Championship gold medals (2002 and 2006) 

· 2 World Cup gold medals (2003 and 2007) 

· 7 Volleyball World League gold medals (1993, 2001, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007) 

The women squad, which is also ranked number one in FIVB World Ranking, is the current Olympic champion. It has among its titles:

· 1 Olympic gold medal (2008) and 2 bronze medals (1996 and 2000) 

· 2 World Championship silver medals (1994 and 2006) 

· 6 Volleyball Grand Prix gold medals (1994, 1996, 1998, 2004, 2005 and 2006) 

· 1 Grand Champions Cup gold medal (2005) 

Brazilian younger teams maintain the same success rate as the senior squads. As of now (March 25, 2007), in the FIVB men ranking for junior and youth, Brazil is placed number one for women while the men are placed second.

Beach volleyball has also given Brazilian athletes much success worldwide, today Brazil is the ruling country. The FIB 2006 World Tour has finished with Brazilians on the top in both men and women rankings. Both, men and women, have won Olympic Games medals. Men have won golden in 2004 and silver 2000 and 2008; and women have won golden in 1996, silver in 1996, 2000 and 2004, and bronze in 1996 and 2000. Brazilian athletes have also collected many medals in the World Tour.

Brazil has professional volleyball team competitions: the Superliga Masculina de Vôlei and its female counterpart, Superliga Feminina de Vôlei. Among the most successful teams are: Minas, Banespa and Santo André for the male league and Rexona, Osasco and Clube de Regatas Flamengo for the female league.


               

            

   


