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Lecce
The chief town of the province, is the spiritual, cultural and economic centre of Salento. The city is 11 kilometres from the adriatic coast and 25 from the ionian one.

According, to an old tradition, Lecce was founded by Malennius,king of the Salentines and ancestor of the emperor Marcus Aurelius. Then it became a Roman colony, very flourishing specially in the II century AD, as many archaelogical findings show. Now it is an active agricoltural and trading centre, and historical and economical capital of Salento. 

Lecce, capital of Baroque, offers to his visitors artistic trasures unique in their kind: the sceonographic Cathedral Square with the Cathedral and the near Bell Tower, the Bishop’s Palace and the elegant Palace of the Seminary, in which “cortile” there is a precoious well.

The churches of St. Irene (or of the Theatines), Jesus (orof the Good Advice), St. John the Baptist (or of the Rosary), St. Matteo and many others, have to be visited for their rich altars made of Leccese stone, a matter that favoured the surprising decoratiopn similar to a lace. 

The Basilica of the Holy Cross is rightly considered the typical example of Lecces Baroque because of the fantastic outburst covering its façade.

Contiguos is the ex convent of the Celestines (today Palace of the Government) with its face subdivided by pilasters within which thereare windows animated by simbols and friezes.

A few steps far there is St. Oronzo Square, dedicated to the patron represented by the statue over the column, formed by the Church of St. Marco( of Venetian origin), the Sedile (thre previous town hall) and the Roman Amphitheatre, brought to light only for a half of it. 

Beyond the boundary of the ancient walls with three gates: Naples, Rudiae and St. Biagio, the nineteehth-century streets wind.
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ROMAN AMPHITHEATRE:
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According to some scholars, it dates back to the I° century, and accordino to others, to the II°century AD. It was very imposing, dug as it was into tuff and partly built on large arches.Inscriptions, cornices and reliefs representing shows held in the anphiteatre, adorned the walls of the “cavea” (horse shoe shaped auditorium
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