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Overview

What makes me who I am? In this project, students will engage in a collaborative learning experience. Through email exchanges, students learn about the daily lives, cultures, climates and geography of children who live in other regions of the world.

    Project Elements
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 Project Calendar
Adapted from an original concept from David Chernobilsky, ePals teacher member since 1999.

Essential Questions 

1. How am I similar and different from my ePal? 

2. How do the physical and climate differences in my ePal’s region affect my ePal’s life? 

3. What affect does the culture in my ePal’s region have on my ePal’s life? 

Objectives 

1. Students will be able to compose well-written emails to their ePals. 

2. Students will be able to concretely describe specific details of their lives. 

3. Students will be able to identify similarities and differences between themselves and their ePals. 

4. Students will be able to give specific examples of what it means to be from a different culture. 

Culminating Activity 
Students will create final digital presentations about themselves and their ePals reflecting an increased understanding of the differences and commonalities between their cultures, their environments and their lives.

Project Elements 
This project has four parts: 

1. Engage, Activate Prior Knowledge and Build Context; 

2. Exchange of four emails with ePals; 

3. Create presentations about ePals' countries as a culminating activity; and, 

4. Reflect/Assess. 

Standards 
National Geography Standards http://www.ncge.org/publications/tutorial/standards/
Places and Regions:
Standard 6: How culture and experience influence people's perception of places and regions.
Human Systems
Standard 10: The characteristics, distributions, and complexity of Earth's cultural mosaics.
Standard 12: The process, patterns, and functions of human settlement.

National Education Technology Standards (NETS) 
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People and Culture

Objectives
1. Students will be able to exchange a series of four emails sharing information about school life, family, friends and community. 

2. Students will be able to practice engaged letter writing and focus on answering their ePals’ questions. 

3. Students will be able to describe an average day in their lives. 

4. Students will be able to create final digital presentations highlighting what they learned about their ePals and their ePals’ culture. 

Essential Questions
1. How am I similar and different from my ePal? 

2. How do the physical and climate differences in my ePal’s region affect my ePal’s life? 

3. What affect does the culture in my ePal’s region have on my ePal’s life? 

Supporting Questions:
What makes me who I am?
What are the things people my age do every day?
How does a person’s environment impact what he or she does and experiences?
How is a person’s culture impacted by where he or she lives?

Academic Vocabulary
stereotypes, traits, characteristics, unique, symbols, hobby, environment, community, timeline, culture

Culminating Activity 

Students will create final digital presentations about themselves and their ePals reflecting an increased understanding of the differences and commonalities between their cultures, their environments and their lives.

Materials/Handouts 

All About Me
My Environment
My Culture
Email Rubric
Culminating Activity Rubric
Reflections/Assessments 

Students complete KWL chart and evaluate student work.
Teachers evaluate student work and monitor email exchanges.

Related Resources 

Arthur’s Pen Pal (I Can Read Book 2) by Lillian Hoban
Dear Mr. Blueberry by Simon James
First Year Letters by Julie Danneberg
Click, Clack Moo: Cows That Type by Doreen Cronin and Betsy Lewin
P.S. Longer Letter Later by Ann M. Martin and Paula Danziger
P.S. Write Soon by Colby F. Rodowsky
Regarding the Fountain: A Tale, in Letters, of Liars and Leaks by Kate Klise
Love Your Friend, Hannah by Mindy Warshaw Skolsky and Laura Hamilton
Skylark by Patricia MacLachlan
Dear Mr. Henshaw by Beverly Cleary
Venn Diagram 

Extended Learning 

Complete another ePals project with the same ePals or find another classroom (Habitats, Water, Natural Disasters, etc.).
Start a The Way We Are Board: Ask students to be on the lookout for magazine or newspaper articles on their culture and bring them in to the class to discuss.
Visit a museum on the history of their geographic region.
Use Voices of Children, an Australian photo project, to learn more about cultures around the world through the eyes of children.
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Email # 1
Email # 2
Email # 3
Email # 4
Email # 5
Activate Prior Knowledge and Build Context
All about Me
A Day in My Life
Environment
Culture
Culminating Activity
 

1. Students introduce themselves.

2. Students ask their ePals questions about themselves.

1. Students respond to their ePals’ comments and questions.

2. Students ask their ePals questions and make comments about their ePals’ prior emails.

1. Students respond to their ePals’ comments and questions.

2. Students ask their ePals questions and make comments about their ePals’ prior emails.

1. Students respond to their ePals’ comments and questions.

2. Students ask their ePals questions and make comments about their ePals’ prior emails.

1. Students respond to their ePals’ comments and questions.

Students will learn about:
1. what it means to be a good ePal;
2. consider the similarities and differences between people who live nearby and far away; and,
3. learn about a new country from students who live there.

Students write emails discussing their favorite things.

Students write emails discussing a day in their lives.

Students write emails discussing the environment in which they live.

Students write emails discussing their culture.

Students create final digital presentations about themselves and their ePals reflecting an increased understanding of the differences and commonalities between their cultures, their environments and their lives.
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  Project Calendar
  First
Email
Introduce People and Culture
Time: Two 45-60 minute blocks
Engage: Gather and display books about pen pals. A suggested list is found in related resources. Post a map of your ePals region/country, exhibit artifacts native to the region/country, and read a folktale or other story that illustrates some of the unique traits and customs of the place where your ePals live. Create a resource center that includes informational texts, fiction stories relating to the country, photos depicting lifestyles in the region/country and websites that will help your students learn more about your ePals’ region/country and their day-to-day lives. Find quality data on ePals’ native countries on National Geographic’s country pages.

Activate Prior Knowledge: 

This unit has two purposes: getting to know students from another country and learning about the country in which they live. Explain to your students that they will make friends (ePals) with students who live in another country. By exchanging emails, they will learn about daily life in that country. They will explore their ePals’ experiences and daily lives and share and reflect on their own experiences and daily lives.
For many students the concept of a pen pal (or ePal) is new.
Introduce the term “pen pal.” If students are not familiar with the concept, create a KWL chart (What Students Know, Want to Know, Learned) to brainstorm what students know about being a pen pal and what they want to know. Post the results on the wall on large chart paper.
Possible “What We Know”:
1. A pen pal is a person who writes letters.
2. You write back.
3. Can be a girl or boy and any age.
Possible “What We Want to Know”:
1. Who are they?
2. Why do they want to be pen pals?
3. What will they write about?

Create a chart with your students, titled “What Makes a Good Pen Pal Letter?” and post it. As a group, list characteristics of a good pen pal. Start with these suggestions, or come up with your own list.
(Consider doing a read aloud with a book on pen pals from the related resources list before creating this chart.) 

What Makes a Good Pen Pal Letter?

1. It is neat and easy to read.

2. It answers my questions.

3. It is friendly and asks me about me.

Introduce their ePals’ country. Pass around the artifacts you collected about your ePals’ country. Ask your students what they know and want to know about the region/country where their ePals live. Post their responses on a KWL chart with three categories: what I know, what I want to know, and what I have learned.

Post the essential questions and ask your students to share what they think the questions mean. Explain to the students that these will be guiding questions throughout the unit and that you will ask them periodically to respond to the questions. Keep the Essential Questions posted throughout the unit and refer to them as needed.

Build Context:
The project is titled The Way We Are. Ask your students what this means. Explain to them that, in order to share “The Way We Are” with ePals, it is important for each student to be able to identify and describe specific characteristics about himself. One engaging way to do this is to play a “Getting to Know You” game called Two Truths and a Lie. A bonus to this game is that your students will learn about diversity within their classroom and develop a greater sense of community.

To begin, students should sit in a circle. Students need to choose all statements (truths and lie) from the following topics: nicknames, ethnic background, where their parents were born, which generation they represent in this country for their family, or one custom their family practices. Students must guess which statement is a lie. Model the game by telling them three statements about yourself, only two of which are true. After making your three statements, have students write down which item they think is a lie. Call on a few students to guess the lie and explain why they chose that statement.

After you model the process, give students time to think carefully about ideas for their own truths and lie. Instruct each student to write down his three statements. Ask students to share their three statements with partners and discuss responses. Invite volunteers to try to outwit the class. Have a chart or projected list with everyone’s name on it and write down one true statement about each student. (This list will also help you keep track of who has shared their truths.)

End the activity by asking students what answers they expected from their classmates and what facts they might expect to learn about their ePals. This part is not to be shared, but can help people realize how they formulate ideas about people based on appearances.
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  Project Calendar
Next
Email
Email #1
All about me
  Time: Two 30-45 minute blocks on
  consecutive days
Classroom Instruction:
Day One:  

Finding specific words to describe themselves may be hard for students, but the worksheet All About Me can help. Tell students that they will use the All About Me worksheet as a guide to help with their first ePals email exchange.

Show students how to fill out the All About Me worksheet by filling out one about you in front of the class. Then pass out All About Me to your students. Give ample time to complete the worksheet or assign this for homework. Give students time to share the information on their All About Me forms.

If students are completing their worksheets in class, have students who quickly complete it draw a picture that represents who they are on the back of the paper. This is a creative tool, especially useful in keeping younger students thinking about the assignment, while working in another learning modality.

Writing Email:
 Day Two:
1. Students introduce themselves.
2. Students share the information from their “All About Me” worksheets.
3. Students ask their ePals questions about themselves.
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  Project Calendar
Next
Email
Email #2
A Day in My Life
  Time: Two 45-60 minute blocks on
  consecutive days
Classroom Instruction:
Day One:
Have your students print out the emails they received from their ePals. Give your students time to read them. Lead them in a discussion about the emails, giving your students the opportunity to share information about their ePals and brainstorm answers to the questions their ePals asked. Go back and add new information to the Essential Questions chart you began earlier in the project. Have students share one surprising and one interesting fact that they learned from their emails. 

Have your students create a timeline of an average day in their lives. Explain that they will use the timelines as guides for their second email exchange. Timelines should include when they wake up, what they do before school, important parts of their school day, what they do in the afternoon, what they do in the evening and the time they go to bed.

You may want to begin this part of the project by showing students examples of timelines and having them describe what they notice.
Here are some example timelines:
http://americanhistory.si.edu/onthemove/exhibition/
http://animatedatlas.com/timeline.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/vikings/timeline.shtml
Highlight the important components of a timeline. Model for the class (on chalkboard, overhead, or PowerPoint) what a day in your life would look like on a timeline. Answer your students’ questions about the timeline. Then have students create their own timelines. Give students time to share the information on their timelines. During the share, create a chart documenting similarities and differences between your students’ days.

Writing Email:
Day Two:
1. Students begin their emails by answering any questions their ePals asked of them in the first emails.
2. Students will then compose their emails. Students should answer some of the following questions, using their timelines as guides:

· What are three things that you do almost every day? 

· What time do you get up and go to bed? 

· What do you do when you get home from school? 

· Do you have any chores or jobs? 

· What are your favorite foods to eat during mealtimes? 

· How long is your school day? 

· What are the most important subjects you study? 

· What are your favorite activities to do after school? 

3. Students should ask their ePals at least three questions about what the ePals do on a typical day.
4. Students should also ask any questions that arose as a result of reading their ePals’ first emails.
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  Project Calendar
Next
Email
Email #2
A Day in My Life
  Time: Two 45-60 minute blocks on
  consecutive days
Classroom Instruction:
Day One:
Have your students print out the emails they received from their ePals. Give your students time to read them. Lead them in a discussion about the emails, giving your students the opportunity to share information about their ePals and brainstorm answers to the questions their ePals asked. Go back and add new information to the Essential Questions chart you began earlier in the project. Have students share one surprising and one interesting fact that they learned from their emails. 

Have your students create a timeline of an average day in their lives. Explain that they will use the timelines as guides for their second email exchange. Timelines should include when they wake up, what they do before school, important parts of their school day, what they do in the afternoon, what they do in the evening and the time they go to bed.

You may want to begin this part of the project by showing students examples of timelines and having them describe what they notice.
Here are some example timelines:
http://americanhistory.si.edu/onthemove/exhibition/
http://animatedatlas.com/timeline.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/vikings/timeline.shtml
Highlight the important components of a timeline. Model for the class (on chalkboard, overhead, or PowerPoint) what a day in your life would look like on a timeline. Answer your students’ questions about the timeline. Then have students create their own timelines. Give students time to share the information on their timelines. During the share, create a chart documenting similarities and differences between your students’ days.

Writing Email:
Day Two:
1. Students begin their emails by answering any questions their ePals asked of them in the first emails.
2. Students will then compose their emails. Students should answer some of the following questions, using their timelines as guides:

· What are three things that you do almost every day? 

· What time do you get up and go to bed? 

· What do you do when you get home from school? 

· Do you have any chores or jobs? 

· What are your favorite foods to eat during mealtimes? 

· How long is your school day? 

· What are the most important subjects you study? 

· What are your favorite activities to do after school? 

3. Students should ask their ePals at least three questions about what the ePals do on a typical day.
4. Students should also ask any questions that arose as a result of reading their ePals’ first emails.
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  Project Calendar
Next
Email
Email #3
Environment
  Time: Three 45-60 minute blocks on
  consecutive days
Classroom Instruction:
Day One:
Have your students print out the emails they received from their ePals. Give your students time to read them. Lead a discussion about the emails, giving your students the opportunity to share information about their ePals’ typical days. How are they similar to or different from their own typical days? Create a Venn Diagram of the similarities and differences. Then brainstorm answers to the questions their ePals asked. Go back and add new information to the Essential Questions chart you began during the Engage, Activate Prior Knowledge and Build Context lesson. 

Day Two (In class or homework):
Share with students that they will study maps of their location and their ePals’ location in order to complete a worksheet on the two locations.
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/atlas/index.html
http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/directory.html.
Hand out the My Environment worksheet. This worksheet will be used to help them write their third emails to their ePals. Brainstorm with your students how the environment in which people live directly impacts their lives. There are many factors that shape an environment, including physical, climatic and political aspects. Have your students review a physical map, a climate map and a political map of their location and their ePals’ location. Use ePals Maps Project as necessary to further teach map skills to your students. For further explanation of landforms, visit:
http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/types_of_land_2/
Direct students to use their map information to complete the worksheet My Environment. Model this assignment by filling out a worksheet with information about two locations that your students will not be using. This can be done in class or as homework.

Divide students into groups. Give your students the list of suggested questions for their next emails (listed under writing email, day 3). Encourage students to brainstorm answers to the questions or create new related questions to answer.

Writing Email:
Day Three:
1. Students begin their emails by answering the questions that their ePals asked of them in the second email exchange.
2. Students will then compose third emails, answering the following questions or related questions that they created:

· What does your country look like? What is its geography? 

· What is the weather like? 

· What types of activities are popular in your country because of its geographical and climate characteristics? 

3. Students should ask their ePals at least three questions about the physical, climatic or political aspects of their environment.
4. Students should also ask any questions that arose as a result of reading their ePals’ second emails.
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Culture
  Time: Two 45-60 minute blocks on
  consecutive days
Classroom Instruction:
Day One:
Direct students to print out and read the third set of emails from their ePals. Lead students in a discussion about the emails, giving them the opportunity to share information about their ePals’ environment. Ask your students how their ePals’ answers were different from what your students predicted on their worksheets. Then brainstorm with the class answers to the questions their ePals asked. Ask your students to return to the Essential Questions chart and add any new information they have gained. Then ask if students have any new questions. 

Students should be thinking about what makes the country or region in which they live unique. It is possible that they have never thought that other places have different cultural experiences based on where they are located. Have your students watch the video titled “The Art of the Deal” on one aspect of Moroccan culture.
Ask your students to think about the following question as they watch the video:
1. What do you learn about Moroccan culture by learning about the market?

By focusing on the cultural identity of their own country, students will be able to identify similarities to and differences from their ePals’ cultural identity. Tell your students that they will be completing a worksheet on their culture in order to prepare for writing their fourth email exchange to their ePals. Model the My Culture worksheet by writing down your answers to the questions in front of the class. Then have students complete the worksheet on their own. This can be done in class or for homework. Have students share their answers with partners and then share the most interesting answers with the entire group. Have students complete a journal entry about what they learned about their culture after listening to their classmates’ responses to the worksheet.

Writing Email:
Day Two:
1. Students begin their email exchange by answering the questions that their ePals asked of them in the last emails.
2. Students each compose a fourth email, answering the following questions: 

· Identify and describe the important elements of your culture. 

· How do you celebrate those elements of your culture? 

· What are your favorite cultural activities? 

· Where you live, are there many communities with different cultural experiences from yours? If so, how do they differ? 

3. Students ask their ePals questions about their culture.
4. Students should also ask any questions that arose as a result of reading their ePals’ last emails.
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Culminating Activity
  Time: Four 45-60 minute blocks on
  consecutive days
Classroom Instruction:
Day One:
Remind students that they are creating individual digital presentations about themselves and their ePals’ similarities, differences and unique characteristics. 

Have your students compile a list of information about their ePals by individually rereading all of their emails. Divide students into small groups. What patterns do your students see? Do all of the students like the same food, or are food preferences based on where a person lives? Do all of the students favor the same music, or are there differences based on where a person lives?

Lead your students in a discussion of the similarities that your students see in all of their ePals. What does this tell them about what it is like to live where their ePals live?

Day Two:
Students will create a Venn Diagram about themselves and their ePals. Label one circle with a student’s name and the other circle with an ePal’s name. Label the overlapping circle in the center “Similarities, and the outside areas “Differences.” Then students should create a list in their journals of traits that make each of them unique. Have students identify which traits are culturally based, and which traits are parts of their own individual personality. Refer to previously-made lists of cultural traits for guidance.

Students should then transfer this information into their digital presentations. PowerPoint presentations are a compelling method of presenting this information. Students should create at least one slide per email topic: all about me, a day in my life, environment and culture.

Students will answer essential and supporting questions in terms of what they know about themselves and what they learned about their ePals. They must consider what they know about each class as a whole in order to identify which elements of similarities and differences are culturally based and which elements are not.
The questions they must consider are:

1. How am I similar and different from my ePal? 

2. How do the physical and climate differences in my ePal's region affect my ePal’s life? 

3. What affect does the culture in my ePal's region have on my ePal’s life? 

4. What makes me who I am? 

5. What are the things people my age do every day? 

6. How does a person’s environment impact what he or she does and experiences? 

7. How is a person’s culture impacted by where he or she lives? 

Day Three:
Students will share their individual presentations with their classmates.

Writing Email:
Day Four:
Students will share their completed projects with their ePals.
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  Project Calendar
Reflection/Assessments
  Time: One 45-60 minute block
Classroom Instruction:
Day One:

Have students complete the “L” (Learned) column on their KWL chart. By evaluating these charts, you will see how your students’ knowledge of their ePals' region has increased.

Teachers:

1. Use the Culminating Activity Rubric to evaluate the culminating activity. 

2. Use the Email Rubric to evaluate students’ email exchanges. 
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