What is Fairtrade?
It is an organized social movement and market-based approach to empower developing country producers and promoting sustainability. The movement advocates the payment of a fair price as well as social and environmental standards in areas related to the productions of a wide variety of goods.
It focuses in particular on exports from developing countries to developed countries, most notably, handicrafts, coffee, cocoa, sugar, tea, bananas, honey, cotton, wine, fresh fruits and flowers. It is a trading partnership, based on dialogue, transparency and respect, that seeks greater equity in international trade. It contributes to sustainable development by offering better trading conditions to, and securing the rights of marginalized producers and workers.
The International Federation for Alternative Trade (IFAT) a network of 158 Fair Trade organizations around the world defines FT as an alternative approach to conventional international trade. It is a trading partnership which aims at sustainable development for excluded and disadvantaged producers. It seeks to do this by awareness raising and by campaigning.
How does Fairtrade make difference?
1. It empowers consumers in the developed world to take some responsibility for the role they can play when buying products from developing countries.
2. It means producers in the developing world can look forward to getting a fair price for their efforts and their produce.
3. It challenges the conventional model of international trade, offering a progressive alternative for a sustainable future.
