Gurgaon, Haryana India December 10,2009
A national convention of the Fair Trade Forum -India (FTF-I) was organised here recently. The convention drew participation from CEOs of nearly 30 Fair Trade organisations and leaders of producer groups.

FTF-I, the national network for Fair Trade, extends market access opportunities to nearly 1 lakh marginalised producers through its 75-member organisations working in different parts of the country. It is a member of the World Fair Trade Organisation (WFTO), the global Fair Trade body comprising of nearly 400 Fair Trade organisations across the globe. 

The Fair Trade organisations, backed by consumers, aim at supporting grass-roots level producers, raising awareness and campaigning for changes in the rules and practices of conventional international trade. 

“Building Fair Trade Brand in India through Collaborative Approaches” was the theme of the convention, which was attended by around 100 FTF-I members comprising of artisans, farmers, merchants and representatives of marketing organisations. 

The two-day event was organised on the campus of Management Development Institute (MDI) here. The Centre for Sustainable Development at MDI associated with FTF-I as a knowledge partner for the convention. 

The inaugural session started with an invocation penned by Dr Shyam S. Sharma, a former president of the FTF-I and an honorary member of the WFTO. 

Mattais Prayer Galletti, chief guest on the occasion, and representative of the International Foundation for Agricultural Development (IFAD), spoke on the lessons that could be learnt from the history of development of Fair Trade in Italy. 

In his keynote speech, Lucas Caldiera from the WFTO emphasised upon the country’s progress in terms of wider acceptance of Fair Trade practices.

