Festivals and Special Celebrations in the United Kingdom
	New Year’s Day
	1st January
	Celebrates the start of the new year

	Shrove Tuesday
	February
	Commonly known as “Pancake Day”, this is the last day before the start of Lent. Christians traditionally “use up” rich foods in preparation for fasting during lent.

	Lent
	
	Christians remember the 40 days Jesus spent in the wilderness and the temptations he faced during this time.  A time of fasting in preparation for Easter. Some people give things up for lent.

	Mothering Sunday
	March
	A time to say thank you to mums

	Palm Sunday
	March
	The first day of Holy Week i.e. the week that recalls the last week of Jesus’ earthly life. In many churches crosses are given out made of palm leaves.

	April Fools Day
	1st April
	Traditionally people play jokes on one another

	Good Friday
	March / April
	The crucifixion of Christ

	Easter Sunday
	March / April
	Christians celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Chocolate eggs are given to children. Some take part in Easter egg hunts

	St Swithin’s Day
	15 July
	Tradition says that whatever the weather is like on this day, the next 40 days will be the same

	Hallowe’en
	31 October
	Children dress up and go “Trick or treating” and make pumpkin lanterns

	Bonfire night
	5th November
	Every year people celebrate the failure of Guy Fawkes’s Gunpowder Plot to blow up the Houses of Parliament with fireworks and bonfires.

	Remembrance Sunday
	November
	The Sunday nearest to Armistice Day, devoted to remembering the dead of the two World wars and subsequent wars.

	Advent
	1st December
	Children open advent calendars to count down to Christmas day.

	Christmas Eve
	24th December
	Traditionally Christians go to Church for Midnight  Mass

	Christmas Day
	25th December
	Birth of Jesus Christ. Exchange of presents and traditional Christmas dinner of turkey and Christmas pudding. Crackers are pulled and Christmas trees are decorated.

	Boxing Day
	26th December
	Public holiday

	New Years Eve
	31st December
	Celebration of the beginning of a new year. People gather to count down the chimes to midnight. 


