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1. What is a Joint Curriculum Project?

A project is a structured interaction among pupils with specific discussion topics, activities and a final ‘product’ that shares the learning and helps build a better world.

Joint – means that two or more schools are involved

Curriculum – means it is something that pupils learn

Project – means that it has a start and a finish – it could be just for a few lessons or a term long.

A joint curriculum project is not just about pupils doing the same thing at the same time. It is about pupils working together to develop and share ideas and findings and to use each other as a resource by providing a new perspective on issues. A joint curriculum project may be across several subject areas or it may focus on just one subject. Subjects may not be called the same thing in both countries. Remember it is not necessary to match children exactly by year group (though it is best to stay within one year).
2. What are the benefits of doing a joint curriculum project?

Teachers have found that joint curriculum projects provide:

· pupil motivation, team work and involvement

· a real purpose and audience for the work the pupils do

· the opportunity to reveal the global as part of everyday life

· examine issues of global interdependence and develop global awareness

· real learning about real issues

· learning about one’s own culture through learning about another

· a challenge to stereotyping

· the development of critical thinking skills

· encouragement for pupils to be involved and participate in activities which can help to bring about positive change both locally and globally

· the opportunity to share experiences, outlooks and understanding

I. Better Community, Better Life Project 

1. Introduction

We learn in our home, we learn in our school and we learn in our community. However the effect our community has on our learning and our quality of life is not always recognised. This exciting project will enable students to connect with their local community, understand their place within it and play a small part in its development. 

The project has adapted the Shanghai Expo 2010 theme “Better City - Better Life”.  It involves partner schools in the UK and China working closely together on an agreed theme. This will enable them to study their own community in depth whilst at the same time learning about the community of their partner school. 
The Purpose of the Better Community Better Life is to facilitate dialogue between young people in the UK and overseas by developing sustainable school partnerships through collaboration projects about community life. The project gives young people a shared, creative public platform to explore their local community, learn about other cultures and express themselves about global issues. Developed as a themed JCP under Connecting Classrooms project, Better Community Better Life contributes to the ‘global citizenship’ agenda with an aim to create positive and long-standing impact in the UK and China. 

The project is divided into two phases. In phase one, a key element of this project is the creation of artwork or an audio-visual presentation guided by leading artists and based on research projects, which can be shared with the local and wider community in both countries. In phase two, the students will decide on a community action plan that they can carry out to make a difference to their communities. 

It’s anticipated that selected students’ work will be exhibited nationally in the summer of 2011, followed by mini-exhibitions around the country in the locations where students who have taken part are based. In addition, students participating in the project will be able to apply for the Global Citizenship Award on the basis of evidence generated from their own community research and action plans.

2. The six themes of the Project

1) Expo and my Community
Exploring how the World Expo has made a difference to development of the human society with its many world-class heritage and life change inventions.  Exploring the Shanghai World Expo 2010 and its potential impact on own community.

2) Changing Community
Exploring how a specific community adapts and copes with the economic, geographic and environmental changes

3) Community Diversity
Examining what makes one community different from another as well as describing the different viewpoints held within one community.

4) People and Community
Studying in depth the roles, lifestyles and work of a sample of the people in the local community.

5) Environment and Community
Investigating how local factors affect both the environment and the community.

6) Sound of the Community
Exploring the importance of sounds of the community at work, rest and play. 

3. Project Structure

May – Aug 2010 

Application and capacity building

Partner schools in the UK and China will agree on which of the six themes will be studied by both schools and file an application to the British Council. 

Participating schools will be invited to attend regionally or locally based practical workshop. The workshop aims to help the participants to gain a good understanding of how the project will proceed and how they can lead the students to work on the project including curriculum based research and cross subject work. Case studies and best practice will be shared at the workshop and the participants will brainstorm and collaborate to agree school based plan to carry out the project. The workshop will also cover practical briefings on how to work internationally with partner schools.

Similar workshop will also run for practising artists or art educationist who will lead the arts creation work at schools.
Sep - December 2010 

Phase I: community research and creation of arts work

The project kicks off in Sep. The students from both schools will work on the and explore their community within the selected theme. As they develop their research, learners from China and the UK will collaborate in order to sustain an active relationship and better understand their place within a global community. It is expected that the final artistic works will be reflective of each learner`s awareness of various local and global issues.

The culmination of this first phase will be the creation of student artwork illustrating the study of their chosen theme within their own community. A practising artist will be assigned to each participating school and will work with students for an agreed period of time. With the support of a practising artist their heir findings will be turned into or presented in a chosen art form. 

At the end of the phase, based on their research work students are encouraged to identify a community needs and develop an action plan they intend to take for their community.

Jan – June 2011

Phase II: community action plans
In phase two, each student should become an active citizen of his/her community. Participants will look at how they can act at local level and contribute positively to their community through attempting to realise this action plan. Schools should ensure that a video and/or written diary of this community work is made so that a clear record of the students work is available at the conclusion of the project.  

Each individual school will decide how learning on this programme should be designed and delivered.  Some schools may be able to timetable focused activity days into their school calendar whilst other schools may have to create additional time during lunchtimes or at the end of the normal school day. Since the curriculum outcomes are based on the acquisition and development of cross-curricular knowledge and skills, the project allows for focused workshops to be given in a variety of disciplines within one timetabled day. It should also be noted that learners must be enabled to liaise with the community, which will require supervised off-site visits. Similarly, learners will also be required to become active citizens of their community, which will require extensive coordination between the school administration and the community at large. 

June – July 2011

Phase III: Round-up and Exhibition
Completed work will be exhibited, either nationally or locally. At the same time an online exhibition will be established together with a Forum open to all participating students.   The online exhibition will contain all the completed artwork with supporting diary or video material. The Forum will give students the opportunity to discuss their work and that of others via video conferencing and online texting.  

The completion of the Better Community Better Life project can also lead to the application for the International Schools Award whilst the students can apply for the Global Citizen Award.

http://www.globalcitizensaward.org/
http://www.britishcouncil.org/learning-international-school-award.htm
	Activity
	Time period

	Application and Capacity Building
	

	Partner schools will agree on the common theme and make a joint application to the British Council  
	May 2010

	Capacity building for Distrcit/school co-ordinators and artists organised by the British Council
	Jul – Aug 2010

	
	

	Phase I: community research and creation of artworks
	

	Community based research carried out on a selected theme done by schools;

Artwork produced and reflecting findings from the research with facilitation of commissioned artist;

Action plan submitted based on identified community needs.
	Sep – Dec 2010

	
	

	Phase II: community action plans
	

	Community action delivered;

Video and/or written diary of the community action will be created;

Report on community action implementation submitted.
	Jan – Jun 2011

	
	

	Phase III: Round-up and Exhibition
	

	Exhibition and student forum co-ordinated by the British Council;

Online exhibition and Artworks catalogue;

Applications for International School Award and  Global Citizen Award
	Jul - Sep 2011


II. Project Plan Guidance
1. Process

1) Deadline for application form submission is 25 May 2010.
2) Link clusters informed that the application is acceptable or not.
3) Link clusters successful in their application will receive confirmation letter and sign agreement with the British Council.
4) Activities take place up to 30 June 2011 and seed funding administered to successful cluster as agreed by British Council. Expected outcomes and outputs realised.

2. Guidance on application from
1) The Chinese cluster will need to fill in the application form in Chinese and English. Both versions will be read by the panel with equal importance.

2) Project members: British Council provides funding for a maximum of 8 schools on each side. They are expected to disseminate the project to other schools and wider community. The district lead persons in China and England will take the overall responsibility of the project and sign the project plan. District co-ordinators will be the main point of contact and will be responsible for the reconciliation of the project. It is important to also state the main point of contact in each school across the cluster partnership for your and our reference.
3) Project information: the better you help us understand your partnership and your objectives from the project, the greater chance of success in your application. There are six themes of the project and every cluster link will be assigned a theme to study.
4) Project funding: up to £8,000 will be provided for each cluster link. British Council will plan and use the fund according to project structure. Out of the £80,000, there will be up to £2,000 to be used as seed fund for good community action plans. 
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