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 Activity Cover Sheet 
 

 
 

School 
Name: 

BAL BHARATI PUBLIC SCHOOL , DWARKA 

  
Title of 

activity: 

LEARNING ABOUT FESTIVALS OF PARTNER SCHOOL 

Teacher 
responsible: 

Principal, Headmistress, Ms Amrita Malhotra, Ms Emily Connors 
and Ms Katie Coleborn from Winterbourne High School, Mr 
Patrick Sanderson from St Michaels CE Primary School UK  
Ms Swati Soni, Ms Anupa, Ms Jasmine. 
 

Other staff 
involved: 

Ms Poonam Jain  and respective class teachers students reports 
Kunal Dhir and Krit Goyal, Drishti Sagar, Aishwarya 

Subjects 
involved: 

 
EVS, Social science, art and craft, language and communication. 
 

Brief details 

of the aim, 
content and 
outcomes of 
the activity 

 
 

“The festivals are like a map 

charting our spiritual progress in 

God.” 

 
The aim of the project was Celebration of 
Festivals of UK and India including Diwali, 
Christmas, Halloween with our partner 
schools in UK. 
 
Pupils exchanged write up of festival, Weather details, Diwali 
Diya and decorations. Christmas greeting cardsand Halloween 
masks and pictures and had fun while learning about festivals of 
their partner country UK. 
 
 
LINKING WITH ST MICHAELS CE PRIMARY SCHOOL UK 
 
When Ms Amrita Malhotra visited St Michaels CE Primary 
School she took with her the story of two boys Ram and Ali who 
want to celebrate Diwali but one of them is poor and has to work 
in cracker factory to earn enough to  feed himself and his 
family. She had a brought both the protagonist very close to 
children with her skilful narration  and brought alive their  
dilemma and internal  conflicts. She helped pupils in St 
Michael’s school identify with a situation which they had never 
experienced in real life. 
 
 
 

Please complete a separate 
sheet for each activity  
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She helped them see both sides of the child labour and abuse 
and how difficult it can be break the vicious cycle poverty and 
debt. She helped pupils think creatively to find solutions to this 
situation through child protection and fair trade law 
enforcement. They also suggested compulsory education for 
children who may have to seek employment early. Most 
remarkable was their perception about the plight in pitiable 
conditions of cracker factory. They were quick to conclude that 

the cost of environment was too high to celebrate Diwali with 
Crackers. 
 
Mr Patrick Sanderson on his reciprocal visit to Bal Bharati 
Public School Dwarka decided to take the lesson forward and 
asked pupils about all the festivals they celebrate. He helped 
them link with seasons and foods associated with them. 
 
Children talked about Holi, Diwali, Christmas and Halloween. 
They asked Mr Sanderson numerous questions about 
significance of traditions associated with Christmas and 
Halloween and he was never tired of answering them in each 
class where he went. Pupils loved engaging themselves in Diya 
thali as well as Halloween mask making in the process which 
they eagerly sent to children in their partner schools. All the 
children from Pre-School to class 5 participated in the 
celebration of festivals of partner school and loved making 
thanksgiving cards and painting Easter eggs. 
 
Ms Sally Goggin, Head Education, British Council New Delhi and 
Mr Mike Hardy Program Coordinator Connecting Classroom who 
witnessed a couple of these lessons appreciated the ease with 
which teachers and pupils linked to each other’s classrooms and 
lessons and appeared to be part of one global school. Ms Rittika 
Parruck, Manager School Programs, British Council, New Delhi 
suggested that school should share their model of integration of 
international dimension in the school curriculum with others. 
 
FESTIVALS BRING BRITISH AND INDIAN PUPILS TOGETHER 
 
Ms Katie Coleborn and Ms Emily Connors of Winter bourne 
(Ridings High) School UK had a unique opportunity to spend a 
part of  their gap year teaching Pre-School and pre primary  
pupils of Bal Bharati Public school Dwarka about festivals of 
their native country . It was a collaborative project where the 
British girls learnt not only the methodology adopted for 
teaching in kindergarten school  but also got an opportunity to 
share their personal experiences while teaching about Festivals . 
The teachers had Bal Bharati had designed lesson plans on 
festivals where children got an opportunity to celebrate 
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different festivals including Diwali, Christmas, Holi and 
Halloween. Children enjoyed making Christmas and Diwali 
decorations for their classroom where Emily and Katie helped 
them sharing their expertise and experiences. “It brought back 
memories of spending time with my parents while putting up 
the Christmas Tree “said Emily who appreciated the common 
threads of joy , festivity and  reverence for Holy spirit exhibited 
in both Diwali and Christmas . Kids on the other hand had fun 

with decorations and sweets on both occasions. They coloured 
Santa and Diwali Diyas with same fervour.  
 
Pre primary school children had the maximum fun celebrating 
Halloween and Holi giving them ample scope to pamper the 
urchin in them. The Ghost party was big hit with children trying 
to scare the wits out of each other with their scary costumes 
and props.  Teachers took this opportunity to address the issue 
of fears nestled inside subconscious of children and showed 
them how to have fun with figments of their imagination. Emily 
and Katie showed them some tricks which they had learnt while 
growing up in England. They lamented the fact that most 
families in losing out on these traditions which give family 
values and feeling of togetherness in the pursuit of modern 
lifestyle. 
 
The entire preschool and Pre-Primary section had fun riot with 
colours on the occasion of Holi. There were fun games organized 
which included Pichkari and balloon race and clown race among 
others. Everyone present was left the place looking like a 
veritable rainbow of colours splashed all over them. Joy written 
large on their faces and smiling indolently Katie said “This was 
the best day of my visit. I could not have experienced it had I 
not come here.” Both the girls expressed their gratitude for the 
warm hospitality and the unique Indian experience provided to 
them by staff and Principal of Bal Bharati Public school Dwarka. 
 

Countries 
explored 

India and UK 

Link 
school(s) 

St. Michaels CE primary School (UK), Winterbourne School (UK), 
Balmulidy School, Scoland (UK)   

Other 
sources of 

information 

Personal interaction, emails, elanguages website, internet, 
library books 

Time period 
of activity: 

Throughout the year 

Number of 
students 

involved in 
this activity: 

Pre-School, Pre-Primary and Primary school  
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Age range of 
students 
involved: 

 
 
 
 
 
3 -12 yrs 

Type of 
Evidence 
included: 

1. Photographs 
2. Display boards 
3. Letters and greetings. 
4. Feedback mails from partner school 

 
 
 
 
Exchange of write up on Christmas in India and UK 
Christmas Celebration at Bal Bharati Public School 

 
 

Students of Bal Bharati Public School, Dwarka celebrate 
Christmas in its true spirit. Every year, we have a special 
assembly of staff and students. In the assembly, students of 
various classes put up programmes. It includes a skit 
depicting the nativity scene, Christmas carols and welcoming 
Santa Clause. The school believes that students should 
understand that Christmas is not just about Santa Clause 
and gifts but we celebrate Christmas because it is the 
birthday of Jesus Christ and it is a festival of loving one 
another and sharing what we have with others. 
 
After the skit, the school choir sings Christmas carols and then Santa Clause arrives to 
distribute sweets and candies  
to one and all. This is the most awaited moment for all the students as they wish to 
seek blessings and receive sweets from Santa. 
 
Apart from celebrating Christmas at school, students celebrate 

Christmas at home with their families. While some students 
just decorate their house with stars, lights and balloons, 
others decorate a Christmas tree and on the eve of Christmas 
almost everyone keeps a stocking under the Christmas tree or 
hangs it on the wall with the hope of receiving a gift from 
Santa Clause. 

 
On Christmas day, Children go out with their families to nearby markets, shops and 
malls to buy Christmas cake and goodies for everyone in the family. Thus students of 
our school, although most of us being non-Christians celebrate Christmas with high 
spirits and the spirit remains the same everywhere even though the mode of celebration 
and traditions vary. 
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Letters from 
St. Michaels 

about festivals 
in UK 
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