                                                                  English Communication Skills

                                                  NEED OF DEVELOPING ENGLISH COMMUNICATION SKILLS

In 21st century english is no more a language but a skill which is a must if someone wanted to  succeed at global work place provided by globalisation,  which is why  it is the need of the time to develop this soft skill among our students so that all grounds be levelled and  language should work to bridge the gaps between the urban and rural kids.



                                                                   LANGUAGE  IS CAUGHT NOT TAUGHT

Learning a language is a conscious mental process , whereas Acquisition is a subconscious process and as a teacher we have to provide opportunities for both. To develop communication skill means providing him such environment where he finds ample opportunity to express his needs using second language in a particular real of designed situation  . 



                                             LEARNING ENVIRONMENT  IN NAVODAYAS

GENERAL MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT NAVODAYA STUDENTS

1. Students are first generation learners

2. Students are basically from rural background

Whereas these  two commonly  spoken hindrances in favour of english learning process are not the real obstacles but  to some extent  can help in developing any new language, which can be proved by the fact that if a child can learn a totally new language (third language in case of Navodayas from class VI onwards ) then it is not difficult to develop his English Communication skills as he is relatively familiar with english language by the time he enters Navodaya Vidyalaya.






HOW TO BUILD CONDUCIVE ENVIRONMENT FOR DEVELOPING ENGLISH COMMUNICATION SKILLS

1. Introducing and implementing Activity Based /spoken english class in regular time table

Activities  should be designed for each classes focusing on LSRW taking the help of  language teacher, and those activities should be conducted as regular classroom transaction taking the help of Creative teachers. There should be separate period for that in the daily timetable.

2. Foundation Course for  the new entrants

To prepare and bring the new entrants from different socio – economic background to a common platform simple language exercises focusing their need be prepared in form of foundation course with special attention on


Vocabulary


Common sentence pattern


Daily conversation exercises

3. English club activities

To generate interest movies in simple english  be screened like


Panchtantra


Fairy Tales


Wisdom of Birbal


Charles Chaplin (non verbal )


Laural Hardy

4. One hour listening

Using the interactive audio video aid daily “one hour listening” programme be designed to give students exposure to listen authentic english.

List of suggested audio video programmes available in school -

Active English on tata sky

BBC world News / Doordarshan English News bulliten

5. Treating developing communication skill  as joint responsibility

This fact is of paramount importance that language can not be taught in isolation. So the teachers of other subjects like science, social science and mathematics be also taught in english in true spirit. Developing communication skills may not be linked to language teacher but should be taken as joint responsibility.

6. “My own dictionary “  programme

Right from class VI student it should be made compulsory that each new entrant should start preparing his own vocabulary book . Introducing minimum 10 words each day . And this activity be carried on by the time he reaches class XII . In this way he will build his own dictionary and will enhance in his vocubalary .

7. Basic English Conversation Program –

Modules of basic english conversation for students be prepared with whom student had to deal daily like-

Conversation with House Master

Conversation with Librarian

Conversation with Catering Assistant

Conversation with Principal / Vice principal



It will help in building environment where student will have ample opportunity to develop his language.

8. English Movie Club-

A list of classic english movies be prepared based of text curriculum and be screened ( movie should have English sub titles) Example

Schindler’s list – Oscar winning movie, related to Anne Frank prescribed for class Xth

Gandhi – Award winning Richard Attenbro’s movie related to Father of nation prescribed for class XII

9. One hour reading hour –

House library system should be implemented and english newspapers, and children magazine like champak , Children’s digest in english be subscribed. In case non availability of english newspaper, E- newspaper be displayed using LCD projector and daily one hour reading program be strictly implemented.

10. Non formal ways of teaching

Teaching through songs, short stories , role play be incorporated designing such programmes during CCA  taking the help of music teacher.For that purpose www.britishcouncil.org website be used to download songs. 
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LearnEnglish Kids
Song — People Work

Nigel Naylor, he’s a tailor
He makes trousers, suits and shirts

Penny Proctor, she’s a doctor
Comes to see you when it hurts

Peter Palmer, he’s a farmer
He’s got cows and pigs and sheep

Wendy Witter, babysitter
Minds the kids when they’re asleep

People work in the country
People work in the town
People work day and night
To make the world go round

Mabel Meacher, language teacher
Teaches English, French and Greek

Gary Gummer, he's a plumber
Call him when you'’ve got a leak

Patty Prentice, she’s a dentist
Keeps your teeth both clean and white

Ronnie Ryman, he’s a fireman
Comes when there’s a fire to fight

People work in the country
People work in the town
People work day and night
To make the world go round

People work in the country
People work in the town
People work day and night
To make the world go round
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