
Meet Mr. Gaurav Tekriwal from Kolkata, India. He is teaching rural students Vedic Maths in South Africa. Vedic Maths is a system of speed arithmetic that was developed about 70 years ago by a Hindu sage reading sacred Vedic texts. He is committed to improve Maths skills around the world. It is his global mission.
He thinks rural children need guidance to improve their calculation skills. His team has imparted their programs to over 1000 students in primary schools. He has a team of over 50 teachers, which he has got from India to support. The teachers have a lot of sensitivity and patience dealing with these kids because of the similar demographic and economic background of them too. They too hail from villages where the situation is similar. So there is a mutual connect and association on math. They teach only during school time. The teachers who are there in the school observe them and their methods. Then they share discussions, notes, and teaching methods.
Their focus is Vedic Math and alternative techniques, which make life a little easier for students. They invented games, lesson plans, support materials and teaching aids for the classes. The idea is to convert math to fun.
According to him, maths has a social message that goes very deep. One has to understand the advantages and applications of math and the value which math adds to an individual and a society or country at large. He thinks countries are suffering because of math, and economies are progressing due to Math. He says south East Asian belt tops the math scores in the world. Every child in these countries is fiercely competitive and there is a high awareness from parents to indulge their child in math-based activities like the abacus. This has contributed to a whole belt of countries with technology advantage on math skills than UK and US.

People are searching for alternative methods but they are unable to find a solution. Math companies over there just in order to make math fun add a picture of mickey mouse or give a flash based animation along with music. That does not change the fundamental development of a child in math. He doesn’t learn anything. He feels good but no learning happens. He says the economies are evolving but with little math skills. He sees a high correlation between math scores economic success of a country.

He says Vedic Maths has a big importance. Not just, where there is Poverty but where there is war, strife and where peace is being disturbed in the world. He views the concept of Vedic Math as a peace creator in Society. Problems are made easier by Vedic Maths. It adds smiles to the faces of people and gives them support for the future. 
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