UNIVERSAL VALUES OF INDIAN MONUMENTS

Sites of outstanding value to humanity that are to be protected and for posterity are considered as World Heritage Sites. Conservation of such sites is embodied in an international treaty called the Convention concerning the protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, adopted by UNESCO in 1972.
Cultural Heritage Site
Monuments: architectural works, works of monumental sculpture and painting, elements or structures of an archaeological nature, inscriptions, cave dwellings and combinations of features, which are of outstanding universal value from the point of view of history, art or science. groups of buildings: groups of separate or connected buildings which, because of their architecture, their homogeneity or their place in the landscape, are of outstanding universal value from the point of view of history, art or science; sites: works of man or the combined works of nature and man, and areas including archaeological sites which are of outstanding universal value from the historical, aesthetic, ethnological or anthropological point of view.
Cultural Heritage Sites in India:
	1.
	Ajanta Caves (1983)

	2.
	Buddhist Monuments at Sanchi (1989)

	3.
	Champaner-Pavagadh Archaeological Park (2004)

	4.
	Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus (formerly Victoria Terminus) (2004)

	5.
	Churches and Convents of Goa (1986)

	6.
	Elephanta Caves (1987)

	7.
	Ellora Caves (1983)

	8.
	Fatehpur Sikri (1986)

	9.
	Great Living Chola Temples (1987)

	10.
	Group of Monuments at Hampi (1986)

	11.
	Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram (1984)

	12.
	Group of Monuments at Pattadakal (1987)

	13.
	Humayun's Tomb, Delhi (1993)

	14.
	Khajuraho Group of Monuments (1986)

	15.
	Mahabodhi Temple Complex at Bodh Gaya (2002)

	16.
	Mountain Railways of India (1999)

	17.
	Qutb Minar and its Monuments, Delhi (1993)

	18.
	Red Fort Complex (2007)

	19.
	Rock Shelters of Bhimbetka (2003)

	20.
	Sun Temple, Konârak (1984)

	21.
	Taj Mahal (1983)



Natural Heritage Site
Natural features consisting of physical and biological formations or groups of such formations, which are of outstanding universal value from the aesthetic or scientific point of view; geological and physiographical formations and precisely delineated areas which constitute the habitat of threatened species of animals and plants of outstanding universal value from the point of view of science or conservation; natural sites or precisely delineated natural areas of outstanding universal value from the point of view of science, conservation or natural beauty.
Natural Heritage Sites in India
	1.
	Kaziranga National Park (1985)

	2.
	Keoladeo National Park (1985)

	3.
	Manas Wildlife Sanctuary (1985)

	4.
	Nanda Devi and Valley of Flowers National Parks (1988)

	5.
	Sundarbans National Park (1987)


