Wildlife Photographer of the Year 

Press Release

Skilful hunters, courting rituals and vistas from the furthest corners of our world are captured in Wildlife Photographer of the Year 2006. This photographic exhibition of the world’s most striking natural moments launched at the Natural History Museum, London on Saturday 21 October.

The Wildlife Photographer of the Year Competition, organised by the Museum and BBC Wildlife Magazine, is the largest and most prestigious event of its kind. This year’s judges scrutinised more than 18,000 entries from amateur and professional photographers in 55 countries to find the winning shots.
The exhibition includes 92 winning and commended images, including the new Creative Visions of Nature category. For the first time since the competition embraced digital imaging two years ago, digital pictures outnumber slides, representing nearly two-thirds of entries and almost 90 per cent of the winning images. 

For many photographers, highlighting the richness and variety of life on Earth is just as important as capturing a wildlife moment with perfect composition and timing. Each picture in the display is captioned to reveal how and why it was taken. 
The exhibition is touring across the UK and four continents, showcasing the very best photographic images of nature to millions worldwide. For the first time in its history, it will visit Abu Dhabi in 2007.
“It was an obvious choice for us” said Mubarak Al Shamesi, Director General of Abu Dhabi Educational Council, organizer of the tour to Abu Dhabi. “We are a new institution charged with the development of education within the Emirate. When we embarked on our first major initiative, the Public Private Partnership, we and our partners wanted to mark the occasion with an event or exhibition that embodied the qualities to which we aspire. Our partnership is global, bringing expertise from around the world. Through our monitoring agency, we seek to establish demanding standards, and with our new curriculum we aim to establish learning resources of the highest quality. This exhibition reflects those aspirations, as well as being an outstanding learning resource for our schools. I am grateful to our partners, CfBT, Mosaica, Nord Anglia and SABIS for their generous sponsorship and to the venues who have kindly lent their support.”
The exhibition will open in Al Ain at the National Museum in early February. It will move to the Cultural Foundation in Abu Dhabi from 4th to 17th March and will complete its tour at the Mirfa Hotel at the end of March. It is open to the public.
Ends 

Competition history

‘It is an unbelievable honour to win such a prestigious award. I never expected such a huge success.’ 

Manuel Presti, Wildlife Photographer of the Year 2005 and judge for 2006

The Wildlife Photographer of the Year Competition was launched in 1964 by Animals, the forerunner of BBC Wildlife Magazine, attracting just 500 entries to its three categories – mammals, birds and other animals. From this first collection of documentary shots the competition has grown into the largest of its kind, encouraging entries with ever-higher standards.

In 1981 the magazine, at that time called Wildlife, widened the competition’s scope, to raise the profile of wildlife photography as well as encourage new photographers. Judging placed more emphasis on aesthetics and on photographs taken under wild and free conditions. The range of categories broadened and the competition opened up to young people under 18. The competition was still relatively small – judging took place in Eric Hosking’s house and the first exhibition was in a small London gallery.

It was not until 1984, when the partnership between the Natural History Museum and BBC Wildlife Magazine was formed and the first major sponsor joined, that a wider audience could appreciate the winning images. With a high profile venue at the Museum and a special supplement with BBC Wildlife Magazine, and later a collectable book of the event, the competition took on a life of its own. It also became possible to host a full awards ceremony, bringing overseas winners to receive their prizes from an impressive gathering of wildlife celebrities. Over the years these have included Sir David Attenborough, Sir Peter Scott, Gerald Durrell, David Bellamy, Virginia McKenna, Chris Packham and Charlotte Uhlenbroek.

In 1987, the popular exhibition of winning images started touring museums and art galleries in the UK and now visits around 30 venues nationwide. The reputation of the competition grows each year, attracting not only amateur photographers but also top professionals such as Frans Lanting, Art Wolfe and Thomas Mangelsen. It is a truly international event, touring across Europe, Japan, Australia, Canada and the USA.

The winner of Wildlife Photographer of the Year is chosen from the winners of the 12 categories and two special awards in the adult competition, and Young Wildlife Photographer of the Year from the three age categories in the junior competition. In the past 20 years, winners have come from all corners of the globe including Italy, India, Finland, South Africa, the USA, Germany, Kenya and the UK.

The competition continues to evolve, embracing digital imaging and challenging photographers through categories such as Creative Visions of Nature, which is new for 2006. 

The Wildlife Photographer of the Year Competition is undoubtedly the most successful wildlife photography competition in the world, inspiring millions of people with the richness and variety of life on Earth. 

Notes for editors

· The Public Private Partnership.  ADEC has established a pilot program with 30 government schools (Kindergarten and Primary Schools). This program is being used to identify, test, and assess the benefits of utilizing private sector expertise to improve public education and to achieve defined goals. 

The schools are managed by four international education contractors (SABIS, Nord-Anglia, CfBT, and Mosaica). The purpose of the partnership is to work with teachers and principals to improve the quality of the instruction and to increase student achievement in government schools. The contractors are working with school personnel to build a world class education system that affirms the national traditions and culture of the United Arab Emirates.

· Mandatory Credit: ‘The Wildlife Photographer of the Year competition is owned by the Natural History Museum and BBC Wildlife Magazine.’
•
The two overall winning titles, Wildlife Photographer of the Year and Young Wildlife Photographer of the Year, are selected from the category winners.

•
The 12 adult entry categories are:


Animals in Their Environment, Animal Behaviour: Birds, Animal Behaviour: Mammals, Animal Behaviour: All Other Animals, Animal Portraits, In Praise of Plants, Creative Visions of Nature, The World in Our Hands, Nature in Black and White, Urban and Garden Wildlife and Wild Places. The Underwater World category is supported by Project AWARE Foundation (International).

•
The two special awards are the Eric Hosking Award – given for the best portfolio of six images taken by a photographer in the age range 18–26 – and the Gerald Durrell Award for Endangered Wildlife – given for the best image of a species officially listed in the 2005 IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.

•
The Young Wildlife Photographer of the Year Competition is open to photographers aged 17 years and under, in three age categories: 10 years and under, 11–14 years and 15–17 years.

•
Microsoft Corporation is the digital technology sponsor for the competition.

•
The 2006 judges are: Mark Carwardine, (chairman) zoologist, writer and photographer; Laura Barwick, freelance picture editor; Rosamund Kidman Cox, editor and writer; Wanda Sowry, picture researcher BBC Wildlife Magazine; Emilie Marsh, picture editor, Getty Images; Paul Lund, photographer, Natural History Museum; Tim Flach, photographer; Rob Sheppard, group editorial director, Outdoor Photographer, PCPhoto, Digital Photo Pro magazines; Colin Prior, landscape photographer and author; Sophie Stafford, editor, BBC Wildlife Magazine; Manuel Presti, Wildlife Photographer of the Year 2005; Norbert Wu, underwater photographer and film-maker; Staffan Widstrand, photographer and writer; Andy Mclane, creative partner, Tequila London.

•
For more information about Wildlife Photographer of the Year Portfolio 16, published by the BBC, please contact emma.burch@bbc.co.uk / +44 (0) 20 8433 2988.

