An interview with Stanley Wolak. A businessman from Tarnobrzeg  who leads a small wicker store.
1. Do  you Mr. Wolak do all the wares ?

No I only sell wares that my friend makes. He produces them in Rudnik upon San. 

2. Do you like your job?

Of course I do  ! This job brings me satisfaction because I  like to stay in touch with people.  I have customers who have been buying things from me for a long  time.  Yes, I can say that I definitely like my job.
3. Is it your hobby or only the way to make money?
Since my early years I have been interested in wares from  natural stocks but unfortunately I don't have much talent in making objects from wicker , that is why by  leading this store I can have contact with that type of wares. So I can say that my job joins pleasure with USEFULNESS. 
4. Is your job well paid in the CONTEMPORARY world ?
I’m afraid that if I didn’t have  another job I wouldn’t be able to feed my family. In the time of crisis everyone thinks about their own needs first, next they can buy  wicker ornaments which aren’t so cheap. 
5. We associate wicker with only a basket, is it right?
Of course not . In fact, in the beginning we could only make baskets from willow but now we can make everything.  Baskets, furniture and ornaments aren’t a surprise. 

6. A lot of people think that producing the wicker is art. What do you think ? 
Yes, it is art.  Many people tried  to do even easy elements but they could not. There are artists who can do everything with wicker . If it was so easy I would try to learn producing wares of willow. as I mentioned earlier I don't have such skills. 
7. Have you ever had an interesting story or incident which were connected with your job?

At the beginning of my work here I got an order for a great number of baskets, furniture and ornaments which were sent to London by plane.
8. Where have you got a wicker from? 

Willow grows on wet areas for about two years. It depends on its gender and thickness.  The wicker is cut in October and November . Next, it is sorted by length  and cooked in a pot. Cooked wicker is dried prepared to be used by special machine. Other type of wicker is black wicker. It is immune to weather conditions. It is usually  used in gardens. A white type is the noblest one which is  prepared in a special way. It is more expensive of course. 
9. Is a special method used for making these products?
All objects are produced by hand. The simplest way to product things of wicker is to use a special shape. We have to wind this form and next demount it. Other method is a special frame which  serves as the structure. Furniture which is used to hold weight is made by this method. 
10. How much time does the production of one thing take?
It takes a professional five or six hours to make a ball of 50 cm, so he is able to make two such balls in one day. 

11. What was the  most unusual thing of wicker you have ever seen?
My friend makes copies of old cars and planes from wicker. They are perfect. The best wicker is used  to make this work. These models are sold in Western Europe . The price of those products is about thirty thousand zlotys. 
12. Thank you for telling us about plaiting things from wicker.
We wish lots of customers and orders.
thank you for being interested in this beautiful and difficult profession 
