Newspaper Features – Speaking Practice 

(Lesson Plan)
Level: Pre-intermediate

Number of students: 20 to 30

Length: 45 mins 

Objective(s): by the end of the lesson a) the learners will have improved their speaking skill in expressing opinion, agreeing and disagreeing and coming to a conclusion; b) they will be better able to use new vocabulary to talk about newspapers; c) they will have learned what a newsletter is
Aim(s): getting students to talk in English and listen more to each other
Language skills: speaking – discussing reading and newspaper features
                           listening – to discussion
                           reading  - matching words with their definitions

Specific target functional exponents: giving opinion, agreeing and disagreeing, coming to conclusions

I think/feel…/In my opinion/view…/As I see it…/It seems to me…

I don’t think so…/ I (dis)agree…/ Don’t you think…/ Yes, but…

To conclude…In conclusion…/To sum up…/

Topic: newspapers and magazines
Material: different types of teenage magazines; handout (newspaper glossary)
Lesson procedure:
1.  10 mins. Whole class discussion. Aim: introduction of the topic. 
Ask students if they like reading and what they read most. Elicit different reading material. Draw a spider gram on the board. Then ask if they read magazines, what kind and why.
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2.  10 mins. Pair work. Aim: introducing vocabulary necessary for the role play.  
In pairs the students are given cut out definitions of newspaper glossary (*from the handout). They are to match the words with their definitions.

3.  20 mins. Groups of 4/5Role play. Aim: further oral practice in communication activity: expressing opinion, agreement, disagreement and conclusion; using accurate vocabulary to talk about newspapers; focusing on what makes a good article
Hand out each group a different kind of teenage magazine and let them go through it. Explain that they are a group of editors with a task to improve a teenage magazine which is not selling well and come up with the ways of making it better. They should discuss a) what some sections of a newspaper are, b) which things interest the young, c) if every article grabs their attention and which articles do and d) what makes a good newspaper article. If, on the other hand, they decide it is good anyway, they should try to define and explain why it is so. Groups report to others about their decisions. (*Questions a - d can be written on the board)

4.  5 mins. Aim: preparing students for the next lesson about newsletters

Students are asked if they know what a newsletter is and after clarifying it they are given homework to think about the things they would like to read and write about in a monthly classroom newsletter, make notes and bring it to the next lesson.
*Newspaper glossary - Handout
	Editor
	head of the paper; decides what goes in the magazine and/or corrects the texts

	Headline
	head of a newspaper story or article usually printed in large font, giving idea what the article is about.

	Font
	size and size of character = typeface



	Layout Designer
	chooses photos; decides where the articles and pictures will go and arranges them

	Caption
	the words under a picture that describe the picture

	Logo
	a slogan, design, or artwork that is the paper's trademark

	Advertising (Ads)
	public promotion of a product or service

attracting public attention to is

	Report

	short account of the news; summary

	Review

	critical evaluation of something

	Survey

	data gathered from a questionnaire

	Brainteaser


	a challenging problem or puzzle
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