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“BIRTHDAY SURPRISE”
“EHRNE”

By
Harbin No.1 High School and Lambeth Academy

Play Outline:

Wangjia and Jenny are Penpals. Wangjia lives in Harbin and Jenny lives in
London. They both have the same Birthday, it is on the opening day of the
Olympics — 8" August. They each chose a birthday present and posted them to
each other with some help from their 4 friends. They both received their
birthday presents. Jenny phoned Wangjia on the day of their joint birthdays
when she finished school at 3:30pm, Wangjia was already sleeping in bed as it

was 10:30pm in China when her phone rang.
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Play Set in Local Environment:

The Children involved in this project were very eager to make their play
more dynamic and interactive and wanted to interact with their real
environment rather than the limited confines of a stage, as this enabled
them to explore and act out their play more meaningfully and visually
with the intent and vision that they had wished for. They thoroughly

enjoyed this project.



Cultural Similarities and Differences:

Through the acting of both Chinese and English participants, you will see
the similarities and differences of studying and living environments, such
as: Time zone differences, School's start and finish times, School
buildings, Classrooms, School uniforms, Playground, Mail Boxes, Post
Office, Formats of UK and China postal address, Shops, Transport,

Streets, and People.

Collaboration:

e Both schools gave each other a list of what similarities and
differences they were most interested to know about each other.

e The scripts were written by the Chinese patrticipants.

e The English was finalised by the English participants.

¢ Whilst one of the directors of Lambeth Academy was visiting
Harbin No.1 High School during May, she helped the Chinese
participants with their preparation for this competition and also
brought back the Birthday present for “Jenny” from China.

e The English school chose the background music for the Chinese
school’s video, and the Chinese school also recommended some

Chinese music for the English school.
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