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Bulgarian Education and Culture, and Slavonic Literature Day
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Saints Cyril and Methodius Day is a holiday, usually celebrated on 24 May in countries which observe Eastern Orthodox tradition, and on 5 July in countries that observe Roman Catholic tradition. It commemorates the creation of the Slavic Glagolitic and Cyrillic alphabets by the brothers Saints Cyril and Methodius. They are considered Byzantine Greek by most of the western scholarship; however there are some historical references which describe them as partly Slavic Bulgarian by origin. (There is evidence that the Cyrillic alphabet was not created by Cyril and Methodius but by their pupil, Clement of Ohrid, but the alphabet bears Cyril's name nonetheless, and the evidence is still not enough to disprove that.) The celebration also commemorates the introduction of literacy and the preaching of the gospels in the Slavonic language by the brothers. According to Old Bulgarian chronicles, the day of the holy brothers used to be celebrated ecclesiastically as early as XI Century. The first recorded secular celebration of the Saints Cyril and Methodius Day as the "Day of the Bulgarian script", as it is traditionally accepted by Bulgarian science, was held in the town of Plovdiv on May 11, 1851, when a local Bulgarian school was named "Saints Cyril and Methodius", both acts on initiative of the prominent Bulgarian enlightener Naiden Gerov, although an Armenian traveller mentioned his visit at "celebration of the Bulgarian script" in the town of Shumen on May 22, 1803.
Nowadays, the day is celebrated as a public holiday  in Bulgaria on 24 May and is known as the Bulgarian Education and Culture, and Slavonic Literature Day, a national holiday celebrating Bulgarian culture and literature as well as the alphabet. It is also known as Alphabet, Culture, and Education Day. 
The Cyrillic alphabet  is actually a family of alphabets, subsets of which are used by six Slavic national languages (Belarusian, Bulgarian, Macedonian, Russian, Serbian and Ukrainian) as well as non-Slavic (Kazakh, Kyrgyz and Tajik of the former Soviet Union, and Mongolian). It is also used by many other languages of Eastern Europe, the Caucasus, Siberia and other languages in the past. Not all letters in the Cyrillic alphabet are used in every language that is written with it.






The alphabet has official status with many organizations. With the accession of Bulgaria to the European Union on January 1, 2007, Cyrillic became the third official alphabet of the EU.

Substitute Teachers’ Day

May 9th is declared to be Substitute Teachers’ Day in Bulgaria. According this tradition that day starts unusually. Students chosen by every teacher do their best and present the lessons to the rest of the class. Every job position in the school is occupied by students – from the headmaster to the bodyguard. 










This year Petyo K. from XII class took the headmaster’s position and Stephan K. was his assistant director. Cyril K. played the role of the accountant.

Our students enjoyed doing teachers’ job and received excellent marks for preparing good lesson materials.
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Informal greetings

By Elena Ant. and Maria Hr.

We say 'Zdravei', when we greet one person. This greeting is informal. When we want to show respect we should 
say 'Zdraveite'. 'Zdraveite' is also the formal and informal form, used when speaking to more than one person. 'Zdrasti' is also used, it's more informal.
Bulgarian people say Good morning till about 10 o'clock. We say Good afternoon or in Bulgarian 'Dobur den' (Good day) from 10 o'clock till about 4 o’clock -5 o’clock in the afternoon, then comes ‘Dobur vecher' or Good evening.
We say 'Kak si' when speaking to one person in informal situations. 'Kak ste' is said to many people or to one, when speaking in formal style. The English literal meaning of 'Kak e' is 'How are things going'.
'Kakvo stava' in its literal English meaning is 'What happens?' or 'What's up?'. 'Kakvo pravish' literal meaning is 'What are you doing?'
'Dovijdane' in English is translated as 'Good bye', but literally it means 'Until I see you' or 'Until we see us'. The same is with 'Dochuvane', it means 'Until I hear from you'. From these two greetings, having relatively the
 same meaning, the first one (Dovijdane) is used more often. 'Chao' is the same as the Italian 'Ciao'.





The word for 'Farewell' is 'Sbogom'. It is interesting to know that this word is built from’s’ (which means 'with', 'together with') and 'bogom' (which comes from the word for god - 'bog'), i.e. Farewell in Bulgarian means 'with the god'.
What does it mean      
 “Paissiy’s Days”?
“Paissiy’s Days” were held for the first time 50 years ago. So, they are held every school year and are dedicated to our patron Saint Paissiy Hilendarski who wrote “Slavonic-Bulgarian History” (in Bulgarian “История славянобългарская”) in 1762 and was one of the Bulgarian Revival eminent figures. 

These 10 days of May are usually full of many school events – recitals, concerts, exhibitions, quiz competitions and many others in which our students manifest their talents, creativity and fantasy.  
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We like playing computer games
We like playing computer games. Nowadays the market is flooded with various kinds of computer games but our favourite games are strategies that require thinking and applying an own strategy. Our favourite cut scene is the end of a given level because we go to the next one which is always more interesting than the previous one. Here are some of our favourite computer games.
1. Age of Empires II

2. Super Boomer Man

3. Wonderland

We like reading magazines
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We like reading magazines – about teenagers’ problems, about fashion and famous people, about houses and gardens, etc…Our favourite articles are about famous people, their families and their children too. When there is a comic strip in the magazine we like to read its story because it is always interesting and funny. You can see lots of interesting ideas for your house and garden from the magazine House and garden. Here are some of our favourite magazines.

1. Grace
2. Glamour
Us
3. Winx club
4. House and garden
====== Clever Kids Club ======

Teacher: Where does this road go?

Student: Nowhere. It stays right where it is.

John: Where do you come from?

Nick: Australia.

John: Which part?

Nick: All of me.

Student: I don’t think I deserve a zero on this    test.

Teacher: Neither do I. But it was the lowest grade I could give you!

John: My dog’s missing!

Ben: Put an ad in the paper.

John: Don’t be silly. He can’t read.

Teacher: Name a machine in your house which   didn’t exist a hundred years ago.

Student: My mum.

Teacher: You were sick and missed school yesterday, didn’t you, Billy?

Billy: Yes and No, sir.

Teacher: What do you mean - yes and no?

Billy: Yes, I was sick. No, I didn’t miss school at all, sir!
This newsletter was produced by students

From 6b class headed by D. Teneva
At“St.Paissiy Hilendarski”high school,
1, Kresna STR.

6300 Haskovo
Bulgaria



Saying farewell to the                                                              Graduates of 2008
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The last of Paissiy’s Days we usually say farewell to the school leavers. This year doesn’t make an exception. The younger students prepared a programme by means of which they congratulated our graduates and wished them good luck and all the best.
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 It was an enjoyable way to demonstrate their skills in practicing foreign languages. This year, in addition to the traditional activities, there was an exhibition of posters on different topics prepared by the students from all grades. They had carried out a lot of research work which resulted in presentations and posters. At the end Time Capsule containing the foreign languages teachers’ messages, was given to the school headmaster – it would be opened 20 years later.


�


School zoo corner opening


  A school zoo corner was opened on May 22nd. It was created by the children themselves. It was started with a 50-litre aquarium. In the biology study 11 species of animals live that were brought by the students and were taken cares by them. Every school break the children give them food and clean their cages. A guinea pig, tortoises, a wall lizard and a tarantula are among the inhabitants of the biology study. 


“In this way students can observe the species and tell the difference between them.” commented the biology teacher Elza Gavrilova.





















































































































































Welcome to “Paissiy’s Days” 2008. Here is their programme as following:


                            19.05.


“Paissiy’s Days” opening with a radio broadcast “Paissiy Hilendarski”


Exhibition opening “Paissiy’s life in drawings”


Editing a newspaper “Paissiy’s flame”


Sports competitions – football and dodge ball


Folklore evening


                20.05.


Exhibition “In the world of physics”


Quiz competitions “Paissiy’s world of ideas” and “Amusing facts in geography”


Sports competitions – football and dodge ball


                     21.05.


“Enigma” club closing performance


Recital “Glory to you, great creators”


“Europe’s children – same and different”


                      22.05.


“The Little Red Riding Hood”


Foreign Languages concert “We are! We are going to be”


School zoo corner opening 


                     23.05. 


1. Closing concert. Saying farewell to the


                                                                 Graduates of 2008             


                                                                                                                                       Read more››
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“The Little Red Riding Hood”





On May 22nd the fifth-graders presented a musical performance after motifs from Charles Perrault’s tale. The wolf is not the monster you know; he is a very good guy. The only thing he wants is to sing and dance.  But the Little Red Riding hood and her grandma insists he does his duty according to the tale. This modern scenario was made by Diana Stoyanova and Dora Margaritova. The musical setting was realized by Vanya Angelova and Diana Uzunova got the dances up. 	





�





Foreign Languages concert “We are! We are going to be”





On May 22nd the students from 2 – 8 grades prepared and participated in the show programme “We are! We are going to be”.


The students sang, performed plays, recited and danced. They showed their knowledge on the cultural traditions of the countries whose languages they have been studying.                
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His confusing comes from that people around him have different and too contradictory opinions.


His mother is for the healthy food; his brother and his sister represent the two extremities – crisps and a lot of calories. His grandma is also for the “strong” food. Important pieces of advice are also given by the teacher who explains how the proteins, the carbohydrates and the fats are useful. Student’s father has got his own recipe – doing sports.


At the end the tiredness has its last word and the student goes asleep. In his dream all the advisers take turn to give him the best piece of advice.


In the morning he wakes up and goes to school very tired. The question “Believe who?” is hung on.


	Here, in school many pieces of advices continue to be given but nobody speaks in a preceptorial manner tone. The student is surprised – he receives all the answers he needs. 


 You ask how – he simply chooses 


one of the “Enigma“club sections.





   

































































































































































  


Exhibition “In the world of physics”


	


	Paissiy’s Days couldn’t pass without the exhibition “In the world of physics”. The students from 7 to 12 classes manifested their knowledge and skills by making practical models and projects. It was an enjoyable way to demonstrate their working before the rest of the school staff – teachers and students. They have carried out a lot of research work which resulted in presentations and posters. That’s why there was also an exhibition of posters on different topics prepared by all students interested in physics. 





 Folklore evening


By Elis K. and Simona Ang.


Folklore evening was presented by the second-graders and their message to all of us was the following:


Folklore is an immense treasure depository of our people. Already at the time G. S. Rakovski had said:” If Bulgarian people habituate the young generation to love their language, sagas, songs, and folk wise sayings etc…, it won’t disappear, nor it will be assimilated.”
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Sports competitions


	


“Paissiy’s Days” continued that day with sports competitions. The third graders went out to the playground to try their strength and skills. The competition passed in the spirit of fair play under the supervision of the PE teachers. On the very next day the forth- graders replaced the third-graders on the playground. The games were the same but they showed much more strength and fast running in the football and the dodge ball game. 





�





“Paissiy’s world of ideas”





The competition motto is “Paissiy’s world of ideas” because it is extremely important for the students to know what is Paissiy’s contribution to our Revival – with his messages in “Slavonic-Bulgarian History” he set the Bulgarian Revival beginning and pointed out the way to the Bulgarian liberation. Paissiy’s messages are extremely current today because it is more difficult than ever to find reasons to be proud of being Bulgarians and it necessitates more and more to look at our past for seeking them.
























































Exhibition opening “Paissiy’s life in drawings”


The exhibition “Live signs” traces the path of Paissiy’s life from Bansko to Sveta gora and from Sveta gora to Kotel. It comprises 10 drawings every one of which is accompanied by text. As a whole this is an illustrated fictional biography of the monk of Hilendar. “Bansko”, “The legend”, “The path”, “Sveta gora”, The gate”, “Hilendar”, “The monk”, “Live signs”, “Zograph”, “The copies” are the drawings titles, representing moments of Paissiy Hilendarski’s life. 


	The motto and the epilogue reveal our belief in the divine predetermination of every human destiny. Paissiy is one of thоse who were given as a present to the Earth. The good thing is that this land is called Bulgaria.


	The live signs of the man named Paissiy were traced by the students from 6”b” and 6”v’ classes studying Bulgarian and Art as a compulsory optional subject.





    �      �





Editing a newspaper “Paissiy’s flame”


“Paissiy’s flame” was started 10 years ago by Bulgarian Literature teacher Chanita Angelova.


Every year she edits it with her students who write interesting reports and articles, and draw nice pictures. The last issue was dedicated, of course, to Paissiy Hilendarski. Readers can also find an interesting article about Peyo Yavorov whose 130 anniversary was feted this year.













































































Radio broadcast “Paissiy Hilendarski”





This year “Paissiy‘s Days were opened with a radio broadcast. Of course, its theme was “Paissiy Hilendarski – life and works”. It was broadcast on the frequency of the school radio that was opened three months ago. The scenario was made by Yana Dimitrova and Kostadin Shirokov and the musical setting was realized by Galina Hassabalieva.
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“Amusing facts in geography”





By Elena Ant.





Students from fifth and sixth grades took part in the quiz competition “Amusing facts in geography”. They were interested to get to know with geographical phenomena such as mirages, natural disasters, ocean streams and precipitations. They got additional information about the first geographical antiquity maps and the first water and sun-dials. They were also interested to know something more about world wonders – the old and the new ones.


Students who gave true answers were awarded.





 �





“Enigma” club closing performance





A day in the teenager’s life





The performance represents a sketch that, in an amusing humorous way, gives an idea about student’s daily routines and the problems he encounters. 
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9.05. – Substitute Teachers’ Day





Read more››
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BULGARIAN MANNERS





       By Silvia Iv. and Elis N.





       The manners in Bulgaria are so many. There are good and bad manners. They are a part of Bulgarian daily life.


       For example when we meet somebody for first time we say “Nice to meet you!” and make a handshake. The other man must answer “Nice to meet you too”. When we meet our relatives or good friends we must kiss or pat them. 


      If we are on an official meeting we must say “Zdraveite” or “Dobar den” and to ask the other person with “How are you?” or “How do you do?”


       When we are in a theatre, cinema or in other public place we must not talk loudly or make noise. If we meet our good friend we always say “Zdrasti!” Bulgarian table manners are a few. For example we do not eat very fast or very slow but we never keep our elbows off the table. When we walk in the street we talk very loudly and if we see somebody known we great him. 


       These are some of the Bulgarian manners. But if you want to know something more about them you have to come in our small and very beautiful country - Bulgaria.








   


Recital “Glory to you, great creators”





Seven-graders headed by K. Shirokov and N. Irobalieva made a recital “Glory to you, great creators”. They took part also in the quiz competition “Cyril and Methodius and their glorification in the art” The event was held in the school museum and was video-taped and broadcast by the local television.





“Europe’s children – same and different”





On May 21st the pupils from IV B grade headed by Viara Zhelyazkova and Raya Lenkova showed their talent in the multimedia programme “Europe’s children – same and different”. It was dedicated to Paissiy’s Days. The idea was to make children of Bulgaria part of Europe’s child community. Let pupils communicate through writing letters in English and drawing pictures. We emphasized the common points between the children of all countries – they like playing games, going to school, being mischievous, helping their parents, having their own favourite characters… And the differences – holidays and customs


	They asked also the question if the children from the other countries had also to do homework and sang resounding songs as “I feel like playing games”.





Don’t hesitate to visit their club “Usmiv4ica” at � HYPERLINK "http://usmiv4ica2008.dir.bg" ��http://usmiv4ica2008.dir.bg�
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Bulgarian Education and Culture, and Slavonic Literature Day


To hear Saints Cyril and Methodius anthem                         � HYPERLINK "http://www.vbox7.com/play:35a7e885" ��http://www.vbox7.com/play:35a7e885�


                                                Read more››
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In this issue


You’ll find again articles on a great variety of topics.


Bulgarian Education and Culture, and Slavonic Literature Day


9.05. – Substitute Teachers’ Day


About us
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