CHINA DIARIES
Pupils were asked to write a few words about their experiences in China . Each person chose a particular part of the trip to talk about.

Andrew talks about Tongling.
To describe Tongling in two words? Mind-blowing!! Our trip from Shanghai to Tongling,  took 7 hours and after a short rest we went for dinner and then took a walk around the well lit up town of Tongling. It ‘s better than Blackpool any day.

The second day we spent all morning observing the interesting and different lessons. Then to KFC! Afterwards we went to the supermarket adjacent to the KFC where we bought gifts for our relatives. Then we went back to the school to watch a show.

The third day we observed lessons again in the morning and in the afternoon we went to some of the tourist sights in Tongling , like the ancient village of DaTong and to the bridge in Tongling.

Both nights we visited a different pupils house. This was a great experience , to see how the Chinese people live. Tongling was a great cultural experience.

Andrew H.
Lauren is describing our last few days in Shanghai.

On our final day in Shanghai we walked to the Buddhist Temple, where the Monks had already begun their ritual when we arrived. Many people were burning incense to relieve their bad wishes and thoughts. We saw the real Jade Buddha which was a magnificent sight to see.

After this we went shopping and tested out our haggling skills. We bought lots and couldn’t fit it in our suitcases .

Before we left we tasted and witnessed how green tea was made. We were also taught how to drink it properly, before I spilt it all over myself!

Lauren Q.

Laura describes our first day in Shanghai.

We arrived by plane after a tiring journey accompanied by “suitcase Olympics!” (We had been up before 5.00am and then climbed a high peak to watch the sunrise. By the time we arrived in Shanghai it was 2.00am  the next  morning. The coach was delayed meeting us at the airport , so inspired by the coming Beijing Olympics we organised our own “ suitcase Olympics” in which we slide suitcases along the brand new marble floor of Pudong Airport.)

We visited a futuristic museum. Showing the future plans for China. It was fun! Then we went and experienced Chinese fast food. Shanghai was very busy. Finally to finish  the day we went for a ride on the worlds fastest train. Shanghai was an amazing cultural experience.

Laura L

Amiee and Russell talk about the Yellow Mountains.

When we were in the Yellow Mountains it was an amazing experience. Straight away we saw a wild monkey-really cute. We had to unpack our suitcases and just take what we would need for a night and could carry. Then we took a cable car to the top of the mountain and giving us some fascinating views. We went on a huge hike which was so tiring and we were relieved when we got back to the Hotel. The next morning we had to get up at 5.00am ready for a hike to go and see the sunrise.We were waiting impatiently for it to come up when Josie walked up to see me and the teachers, to tell us she felt ill, and fainted! And ironically missed the sunrise! Later on, some of the others went on a hike to the second highest peak. We had a “ Western” style breakfast of spam, egg, cucumber and tomatoes. After another long hike we took the cable car down.After about an hours coach drive we arrived at a restaurant with meat hanging outside. We thought it was for the dogs that were roaming around ,but later found out it was ours.
Next we went to the water village “ Hongchun”, which was interesting because it was surrounded by a lake. After we visited the town where we went shopping and learnt how to bargin! Finally we went for a meal then proceeded to the airport for our internal flight to Shanghai.
Aimee J and Russell J.

Josie talks about the school

Walking through the school gates –dead silence and the air is filled with pure concentration. I am sure we were all nervous, as I certainly was worried about what the Chinese children would think of me.

Without warning children swamped the many balconies of the two school buildings. I thought a bomb had  explodedor something of the same kind, but it turned out the focus was on us and the screaming was for us. The school children were all in identical track suites- coloured in the schools colours which were red, white and blue.

We sat in a few of the lessons that took place and again the day after. The lessons were very inter active and fun. They even made Russell sing the Chinese National Anthem. To my surprise interactive white boards were used by the teachers- who were experts at the technical equipement!

The school bells went for lunch and we visited KFC. Lunch is very long in China and we thoroughly enjoyed our first English meal in China. In the afternoon we attended a talent show and the Chinese talents far out weighed our English talents.

Josie H.
