The Date Test

Story: A boy is arriving to take Brandi out. Mom and Dad put the boy through  a series of tests.

CAST : Dad –Overprotective Father

Mum- Overprotective but a little less obnoxious than Dad.

Iggy- Normal type. He is nervous.

Brandi- Daughter;date of Iggy.

PROPS ;A couch with a large pillow, and table with a bowl of plastic fruit with at least one orange. Also , a chair, a pen and a several page test.

SCENE: Living room. A couch is centre stage. A table and chair are  stage left. Dad is sitting on the couch. Mum is sitting at the table.

1. DAD:
What’s this boys name again?

2. Mum:
 His name is Iggy Lymon.

3. D: 
Iggy. What kind of a name is Iggy?

4. M:
 Now , honey, for Brandi’s sake, give the boy a chance. ( knock at door) There he is now. Do you have the test ready?

5. D:
Ready.

6. M: 
Hello , you must be Iggy. ( Iggy enters. He is nervous)

7. IGGY: 
Yes, ma’am

8. M: 
This is Mr Santillo.

9. I: 
Hello Sir.(Iggy reaches out to shake hands- DAD does not shake)

10. D: 
So you’re here to pick up Brandi.( pause) Remember sucking up won’t help, we can see right through it.
11. M:
 He’s right. We have three others just like Brandi. We’ve been through this many times before.

12. D: 
Did you bring a number 2 pencil?

13. I: 
Sir?

14. D: 
A number 2 pencil, for the written portion of the test?

15. I: 
I wasn’t expecting a test….I just came to pick up Brandi.

16. M: 
Well you certainly don’t think we can let her go with just anyone!

17. I: 
I was just going to take her out for a little while….

18. D: 
So you’re saying you don’t have a number 2 pencil?

19. I: 
Uhh…I gotta pen?

20. D: 
That wont work on the machine-corrected portion of the test.

21. I:
 Machine-corrected portion? (Mum is writing down the vital information she asks for.)

22. M: 
First things first, your name?

23. I:
 Iggy Lymon.

24. D: 
Iggy? What kind of a name is Iggy?

25. I:
 I was named after my grandfather.

26. M: 
Age?

27. Iggy:
 81.

28. M: 
81 ? You look so young.

29. I: 
No, my grandfathers 81. I ‘m only 17.

30. D: 
17 huh? You know in dog years, that’s only two and a half, roughly. Do you think you’re old enough for Brandi to go out with?

31. I: 
I’m actually very mature for my age.

32. M: 
So maybe you’re too old ?

33. I: 
Umm…. We’re just going for a walk or something.

34. D:
 Well, since you have no number 2 pencil, I guess we’ll have to skip the multiple-choice section and just move into the short answer. ( Dad hands Iggy the test and sits him down.)

35. I: 
(Thinking it’s a joke)Is this for real?

36. D: 
(Very seriously) Do we look like we’re kidding?

37. M: 
You can never be too careful, especially these days.( Iggy begins filling in the test, Parents stand close by watching him and making remarks about his answers)

38. I: 
I’m done I guess.
39. D:
 That’s it?

40. M: 
Well. I think missing all the multiple choice might hurt you.

41. D: 
Yes, you are gonna have to do good on the next two parts.

42. I:
 Two more parts?

43. M: 
Just answer eachof the questions a sbest as you can.

( Note: Mum and Dad’ voices and actrions should be exaggerated whenever possible to help show the change from subdued to extreme and back again. Iggy is getting progressively more nervous.)

44. D: 
( In an interrogating voice) What do you do for a living?

45. I: 
I’m just in high school.

46. M:
 (also interrogating) You have no job?

47. I: 
Well…. I walk dogs.

48. D: 
(Impressed, and again calm) Ver good.

49. M:
 (Also impressed) Shows industriousness.

50. D:
( Back to interrogation) Any plans for the future?

51. I: 
I plan on finishing high school.

52. M:
 ( Interrogating) I would hope so, but after school?

53. I: 
Umm… college?

54. D: 
Where?

55. I: I… haven’t….quite decided yet.

56. D:
 And have you decided where you are taking Brandi?

57. I: 
I thought we were just going for a walk, maybe to the park, grab something to eat…

58. M: 
Uh-huh , and will this  something to eat be healthy?

59. I: 
I guess so.

60. D: 
What route will you take to the park?

61. I: 
I dunno, Third Street right to the park. It’s only two blocks away.
62. M: 
Did you know part of the side walk on Third Street is missing?

63. D: 
( Almost yelling) How do you plan to deal with that, mister?

64. I:
 Uh… Go around?

65. M:
 ( Calm and impressed) Good answer.

66. D: 
( Also calm|) Yes, good idea.( Changes back to interrogation) To go around you will have to cross the street. Describe, if you will, the proper procedure for doing this.

67. I: 
I’ll just stop, look, and  listen.

68. M: 
Could you please stand and demonstrate for us this technique? ( Iggy stands hesitantly in front of the couch. Dad waits at one end of the couch, Mum at the other end. Iggy takes a step, stops, looks and listens, then begins to walk. Dad steps out quickly and runs into Iggy, knocking him over as:)

69. D: 
Boom! ( Very angry now) You just got hit by a truck!

70. I: 
( Confused ) I did ?

71. D: 
You and Brandi both. ( Dad throw pillow down next to Iggy,) You’re hurt bad, possibly dead!

72. M: 
( Also angry) You forgot to check the side street on the other side of the couch!

73. I: 
I listened though.

74. D: 
But you didn’t hear. Now what do you do?

75. I: 
I thought I was dead?

76. D:
 Well, by the grace of God, you survived, what do you do next?

77. I: 
Check to see if Brandi is OK?

78. M: I should hope so after nearly getting her killed.

79. D: 
Luckily, she just has two broken legs, what now?

80. I: 
Umm….um…

81. D: 
Quickly, Brandi can’t go out with someone that’s too indecisive, what are you going to do?

82. I: 
Leave her alone until the paramedics arrive?

83. D: 
In the middle of the street?!

84. M:
 Oh ,my!

85. I:
 I’ll move her to a safe position.

86. D:
What if she has neck damage?! ( Iggy is becoming more and more excited and nervous.)

87. I: 
Umm….umm…..

88. D: 
Hurry boy, times is running out, here comes another car!

89. I: 
I’ll stand up and direct traffic around her. ( Mum and Dad suddenly become calm again. Iggy is still visibly excited and jumpy.)

90. M: 
Good , good. Now you’re across the street.

91. I: 
( Confused and loud) With two broken legs?

92. D: 
( Calm) No, let’s say by some miracle you’ve made it across the street, and ( Suddenly gets loud again) a VW van comes flying right towards you! OH no! It’s Israeli terrorists. They’ve got guns ! Look out! ( Dad grabs fruit, tips over the table and begins making shooting sounds from behind the table. Mum ducks behind the couch. Iggy is left excited and confused)

93. M: 
They’re shooting! Get down! Run for cover! ( Iggy looks and dives behind the couch.) You left Brandi  in the middle of the street! She’s been hit! ( Iggy jumps over the couch and picks up “pillow” Brandi as Dad mimics throwing an orange like it’s a hand grenade.) Oh my God! It’s a hand grenade! It’s gonna blow, it’s gon na blow! ( Iggy drops pillow and dives on orange)
94. D: 
( Coming from behind table, again very calm) Very courageous, good answer.

95. M: 
( Also calm, coming from behind couch) Good, now for the last part of the test….

96. I: 
( Extremely excited still) The last part ?!!

97. D: 
( Still calm) If you can please tell us, in your own words,why you think you should be allowed to take Brandi out?

98. I: 
I just dove on a live grenade for her!!!

99. D: 
Take it easy son, it was just an orange, nothing to worry about. You passed the test. Brandi!!!! ( Brandi enters. Da moves to Iggy, puts arm around him. Iggy still very tense, throws Dad to the couch, grabs Brandi’s hand and starts running for the door.)

100.BRANDI: 
See ya Mum and Dad.

101M:
 Have fun kids! ( Pause) I like him.

102.D: 
Yeah, I think he’ll be OK.

CURTAIN
