	Buy a clean car 
So there’s no better time to make a huge contribution toward the reduction of global warming pollution than when you’re in the market for a new car. The choice you make will affect your comfort, lifestyle, finances, and planet for years to come. A new ELPC report highlights the public health and environmental benefits of clean car legislation for Illinois.





	· 

	


Blow up your tires
What does tire pressure have to do with global warming solutions? Quite a bit! You can boost your gas mileage 3% when your tires are correctly inflated.
	


Build it green
The green building movement is accelerating in residential and commercial construction. Learn about the latest developments and resources you can tap.
	

	Change your lightbulbs to CFLs
A CFL is a fluorescent light that screws into a regular socket, available in the same shades of white light as incandescent and halogen bulbs. A typical CFL uses only 25% of the electricity of an incandescent bulb, and can help us cut electricity use by as much as half.




	Reduce Your Dorm Room’s Carbon Footprint! 
With colleges and universities now back in full swing, here’s how students can make their dorm rooms green.




	


Personal actions
Political solutions  
	
	


 HYPERLINK "http://www.globalwarmingsolutions.org/political-solutions/cap-global-warming-pollution" 


Cap Global Warming Pollution
Enact a cap on global warming pollution—by setting a ceiling, government will establish the “rules of the game,” thereby accelerating renewable energy implementation.
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Expand Clean Farm Energy
Clean wind power and biofuels development is the best strategy for reaching U.S. energy independence. Learn about key energy and environment components of the bill at FarmEnergy.org.
	


Preserving Wisconsin’s North Woods 
Chequamegon-Nicolet is one of the most heavily-logged national forests in the U.S. Learn what ELPC is doing to slow the logging, and how you can help.


Events

Smart Home: Green + Wired
	August 28, 2008
	to
	January 4, 2009


You’re invited to explore a real, three-story modular and sustainable “green” home in the Museum’s own backyard to learn about the ways, big and small, that you can make eco-friendly living a part of your life. 

The home, conceived by Michelle Kaufmann Designs and built by All American Homes, forms the exhibit Smart Home: Green + Wired, Powered by ComEd and Warmed by Peoples Gas, which is open through January 4, 2009.

Celebrating exciting new directions in sustainable living and spectacular, environmentally-friendly technology, Smart Home offers guests guided tours of the 2,500 square-foot home and grounds, located in a park on the east side of the Museum. Bring your family to discover the latest innovations in reusable resources; smart energy consumption; sustainable gardens and green roofs; and clean, healthy-living environments in a contemporary setting.

For more information call:
(773) 684-1414

Museum of Science and Industry
57th Street and Lake Shore Drive
Chicago, IL 60637
http://www.msichicago.org/whats-here/exhibits/smart-home/
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Forum to Focus on Climate Change in Wisconsin
	October 14, 2008

	6:30 pm
	to
	10:00 pm


Regional impacts of global warming will be the topic of the third annual Wisconsin Climate Change Forum on Tuesday, Oct. 14, at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

The public is invited, and admission is free.

Linda Mearns, a leading expert on regional climate change, will speak at 7 p.m. in room AB20 Weeks Hall, 1215 W. Dayton St. Mearns is a senior scientist at the National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colo., where she has directed the Institute for the Study of Society and the Environment.

A panel of Wisconsin scientists and public officials will join Mearns in a discussion from 8-9 p.m. The panelists are climatologist Dan Vimont, retired limnologist John Magnuson, environmental health scientist Jonathan Patz, all of UW-Madison, and Tia Nelson, executive secretary of the Office of the Wisconsin Board of Commissioners of Public Lands. Nelson recently co-chaired Gov. Jim Doyle’s Task Force on Global Warming. Another UW-Madison climatologist, Steve Vavrus, will moderate the discussion.

An informal reception beginning at 6:30 p.m. will precede the program.

The forum is sponsored by the Reid Bryson Climate, People, and Environmental Program of the Center for Climatic Research (CCR). Co-sponsors include the Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies, Center for Sustainability and the Global Environment (SAGE), Center for Limnology and the Department of Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences. CCR and SAGE are both part of the Nelson Institute.

For more information, contact Steve Vavrus, (608) 265-5279, sjvavrus@wisc.edu.

Weeks Hall
1215 W. Dayton St.
Madison, WI
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ACI`s 2nd National Conference: Achieving Corporate Sustainability - Beyond the Green Corporation
	October 23, 2008
	to
	October 24, 2008


A two-day industry forum focusing on how to effectively integrate sustainability into the mission statement, business model, and operations.

Topics Include:

· Learn how to manage, organize, and design sustainability programs to further your organization 

· Green the supply chain to effectively improve waste and maximize productivity 

· Assess your organizational carbon footprint to gain a competitive advantage 

· Implement general best sustainable practices to increase the bottom line 

· Incorporate renewable energy and newer technologies to reduce overhead costs 

Chicago, IL
www.acius.net/Conferences/Upcoming?view=overview&id=76
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Renewable Energy, Bio Fuels, and Efficiency
	October 23, 2008

	7:00 pm
	to
	9:00 pm


The issue of powering our future. High school students - Adult. Monthly Series, “Common Sense Conversations About the Big Stuff!” to find out what we know about environmental issues and what the average person can do to make a difference. Each forum takes on a different issue in a friendly atmosphere and feature a panel of experts discussing the facts-followed by a moderated discussion involving the panel and audience. Register by Oct 21. $4.00 per person, per program.

For more information call: 262-548-7801

Retzer Nature Center
S14 W28167 Madison St.
Waukesha, WI 53188
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UHEAC: Energy Conference
	October 31, 2008
	to
	November 2, 2008


Skyrocketing oil prices, mounting geopolitical tensions, grave economic realities, and dangerous climate changes are threatening our lives and communities like never before. The age of cheap, abundant fossil fuels is coming to an end, and urgent action is required to transform our overly consumptive society into one that uses far less energy.

By acting now, you can significantly cut your personal household energy use and overall consumption, support more localized economic production, and reduce your dependence on high energy transportation in your daily life. By doing this, you will be helping to create a more resilient and sustainable community adapted to the coming economic and ecological storms.

At this groundbreaking conference participants will explore strategies for reducing energy use in the areas of housing, food and transportation, including both theory and practice. We will examine the long energy decline of the 21st century, the psychological barriers to rapid change, and the challenge of persuading our communities to embrace local, low-energy living.

Attendees will learn survival strategies for growing food, creating local food security in their communities, retrofitting their homes to reduce reliance on fossil fuels, and educating their communities to prepare for the difficult times ahead.

Tentative Schedule of Presentations and Workshops:

-Keynoter John Michael Greer, author of the forthcoming The Long Descent: A User’s Guide to the End of the Industrial Age

-Keynoter Dmitry Orlov, author of Reinventing Collapse: Soviet Example and American Prospects

-Richard Heinberg, Senior Fellow, Post Carbon Institute, author of The Party’s Over and Powerdown (via webcast)

-Katrin Klingenberg, director of the Passive House Institute US Peter Bane, editor of Permaculture Activist

-Christopher Bedford, President of the Center for Economic Security and the Sweetwater Local Foods Market

-John Richter, co-founder of the Institute for Sustainable Energy Education

-Pat Murphy, author of Plan C: Community Survival Strategies for Peak Oil and Climate Change

-Megan Quinn Bachman, Outreach Director of Community Solutions; co-producer of The Power of Community: How Cuba Survived Peak Oil

The cost for each evening session is $15 and to attend for a half-day to the full-weekend ranges from $50 to $200, depending upon membership in the presenting organizations. Student, member and early registration discounts (through September 30) are available. To register or for more information, go to www.plancconference.org.

Oakland University
2200 N. Squirrel Road
Rochester, MI 48309

Posted in Events | No Comments
E3-2008: The Midwest’s Premier Energy Economic and Environmental Conference
	November 18, 2008

	9:00 am
	to
	4:00 pm


E3 2008 will focus on the intersection between innovative technologies, visionary policies, environmental benefits and emerging market opportunities as they relate to developments in the renewable energy sector.

Renewable energy and environmental researchers, students, government officials, nonprofit and business/industry leaders will join together to share knowledge and discoveries through keynote addresses, breakout sessions, research posters and exhibitor booths.

Proceeds from E3 2008 will help fund University of Minnesota scholarships that will support students interested in pursuing a career in renewable energy and the environment.

E3 2008 is presented by the Initiative for Renewable Energy and the Environment, the Institute on the Environment and the University of Minnesota — in partnership with lead sponsors Piper Jaffray and Faegre & Benson LLP.

For more information, contact Sarah at schmitz@umn.edu

Saint Paul RiverCentre
Saint Paul, MN
The solutions
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Clean technologies mean a cleaner world for all. Not only do modern technologies reduce carbon pollution, they reduce other harmful pollutants that poison our lakes, make our land infertile, and harm human health. By reducing global warming pollution, we help to make our energy and transportation systems more efficient, protect our forest ecosystems, wildlife and biodiversity, and improve our air quality and protect peoples’ health.

We need the political and economic capital to make clean energy decisions happen today. For example, renewable energy, such as wind and others, currently supplies about 2% of the region’s electricity supply. We have the technology to meet 20% of our energy supply needs through clean, renewable energy. The result – a 51% reduction in carbon dioxide – is a larger reduction than proposed by the Kyoto Treaty.

Clean car technology can produce more efficient, less polluting cars that get better mileage and create needed manufacturing jobs. We have the technology to clean up dirty diesel trucks and use cleaner fuels – but we can only achieve success by avoiding roadblocks and creating policies that reduce pollution.

It is our moral imperative to address our carbon consumption for today’s world and generations to come. With current technologies, policies and personal actions we can take a huge take step forward in securing our energy future with homegrown business and innovation while protecting our natural resources.

