The Elephant and the Tortoise

Narrator:-

Once upon a time in a dense forest of Assam, there lived an elephant and a tortoise. The elephant was sly and mean and the tortoise was kind and caring. The elephant was always finding different ways of troubling the tortoise.

Elephant:-
Ho! HO! Ha! Ha! Here I am, jumbo the mighty, stronger than the strongest. Tall and handsome among all the tiny miny creatures of this forest. Hey …………. You tiny slowcoach tortoise, again you dare to sit outside my cage. Get away or I will crush you with a single step of mine. ( lifts his leg) 

Tortoise:-

(begs). Have mercy. Oh! Mighty Lord. I promise not to come in your way again, sir.


( Elephant walks away in a huff)

Narrator:-

This was a everyday scene. The poor tortoise was always at the mercy of the snooty and proud elephant. Finally one day the tortoise got fed up of the elephant’s continuous torture and pleaded to  God.

Tortoise:-

(Pleaded to God) ……… Please show me some way to get rid of this cruel elephant. Please help me, oh God.

Narrator:-

That night in a fit of anger the tortoise locked the elephant in his cage. Oh! Look what do we have here – the poachers.     ( Drum beat …….. ) It seems as if God has indeed granted the wish of the tortoise.

(Deer Dance by the poachers) 

Poacher I 

Look what we have here. A big catch in a locked cage we have today; that too with out any effort.

Poacher II
It is indeed our lucky day today. Let us take all these animals to the zoo.

Poacher III
No, let us take them to the market. These beautiful tusk, this tiger’s skin, rabbit’s fur and horns of the deer will indeed bring us good cash.

Poacher IV
Let us see, the owner of the Apollo circus will gave us more money.

Elephant-

Boo! Boo! Oh God! save me. Who has locked me? What will now happened to me? Will they kill me or take me far away from this forest ?

Oh God ! Please save me.
Narrator:-

Oh hearing the loud howling of the elephant, the tortoise came out and crawled towards the elephant slowly. There he saw that with his enemy the poachers had also trapped the bear, the rabbit, the tiger and the deer. He felt very sad for them.

Tortoise - 
How sad, I am to see all my friends trapped with the elephant. I Wish I could do something for them. I am ashamed of myself. Because of me the elephant is in great trouble.

Poacher -

(tells other poachers). All the arrangements have been made. The people of the Apollo circles will be here soon to take away the animals.

Poacher:-

Good! Good!

Narrator:-
 
The tortoise was very upset on hearing this. Suddenly an idea struck and he went to the elephant the next day and told him………….

Tortoise -

You all should refuse the meals given to you. I will bring you a herb which, when you eat, will make you sleepy after that you will go to sleep like dead animals for some time.

Elephant-

How will this help us?

Tortoise -

the circus people will think that you all are dead.

Tiger -

If they see us dead, then won’t it be easy for them to carry us away?
Tortoise -

Dead animals are of no use for the circus. They need only live animals.

Narrator:-
 
the next day, the tortoise brought the herb which the animals had and went into a deep sleep. The circus people came after some time and found all the animals asleep. They thought them to be dead.

Circus I-

Look here! These animals are all dead.

Circus II-

You have wasted our time and money. Dead animals are of no use.

Circus I-

Come, let us sail back. ( Exit)


Poacher I-
Oh! What a waste.

Poacher II -
How did these creatures die?
Poacher III -
There goes our chance to make money.

Poacher IV -
( threw the keys down on the floor) Let these animals rot here. Come let’s go deeper into the forest to look for more animals. (all poachers go )

Narrator -

When the animals woke up they found all the cages opened by the tortoise. All the animals were happy to be free and they thanked the tortoise.

Elephant-

Thank you so much. Please forgive me for my bad behavior. I promise to treat all animals, big or small, with respect. We shall now be friends forever.

All animlas stand together & say:-     (holding the banner)

TREAT OTHERS WITH RESPECT
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