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Dear Reader,
We are pleased to establish this correspondence with your prestigious institution.  Through this letter I would like to acquaint you with the knowledge of the Indian festivals.


India is a country of festivals and all the communities celebrate the festivals in unison.  All students in our school have lessons devoted to Indian culture which both enlighten and enrich our student community and help them to understand the traditions and culture of the country in a better way.  Festivals in India form an integral part and binds and unite the people of our country in one thread.


India is a secular democracy.  In the larger Indian society, a major role of the festivals is to promote unity in diversity with emphasis on communal harmony.  Some religious festivals mark the passing of the seasons, while some religious festivals can be termed as cultural events.  Indian festivals mainly have religious note.  Apart from rituals and prayers, festivals are accompanied with fasts and feasts.  Festivals in India add value and the spirit of unison among the people of the country.


Apart from religion festivals India has some very important secular festivals like Republic Day, Independence Day and Gandhi Jayanti.  They evoke participation of the entire population of the country.


India has always been considered as a country with unity in diversity.  There is great diversity in our manners, habits, tastes and customs.  A lot of festivals are celebrated in our country with great zeal and enthusiasm.  Each day there is one or the other festivals being performed and celebrated in one or the other region.

Given below is a list of some of the important festivals celebrated in India.  Although normally the Indian calendar is based on the moon and the New Year begins sometimes around March-April, we shall see some festivals from January.

	Religious Festivals

	Month of Celebration
	Names of the Festivals Celebrated

	January
	· Lohri 

· Pongal 

· Makar Sakaranti 

· Muharram 

	February
	· Vasant Panchami 

	
	· Guru Ravi Das Jayanti 

	March
	· Maha Shivratri 

· Holi 

	April
	· Hindu New Year 
· Ram Navmi 
· Baisakhi 

· Mahavir Jayanti 

	May
	· Buddha Jayanti 

	July
	· Guru Purnima 

	August
	· Raksha Bandhan 

· Janamashtami 

	September
	· Ganesh Chaturthi 

· Onam 

· Navratri

	October
	· Id-ul-fiter 

· Durga Pooja 

· Dusshera 

· Karva Chauth 

· Dhanteras 

· Diwali 

	November
	· Guru Nanak Dev Jayanti 

	December
	· Bakrid 

· Christmas 

	National Festivals

	Name of Festival
	Date of Celebration

	· Republic Day 
	26th January

	· Independence Day 
	15th August

	· Gandhi Jayanti
	2nd October

	· Children’s Day
	14th November


