The Easter Tale 
There lives an Easter Granny near the forest far away. She decorates eggs from early morning till the night all year long. An old lady puts all decorated eggs for kids into waxen or sugar carriage at the night of Easter. The carriage is driven by Easter bunnies. Every kid finds the Easter Granny’s egg on the windowsill or under their bed in the magic Easter morning. Alas, nobody has ever seen the Easter Granny, but eveyone know that she exists.
The Eester Granny

The Easter Granny travels around the country, stopping in every child's yard to leave eggs in baskets placed or hung for that purpose. When they awake, good children find beautifully decorated Easter eggs (and in. more recent times even sweets). Bad children only find a single plain completely white egg. If this happens, the child is disgraced. His friends and family laugh at him. Sometimes bunnies accompany the Granny and help her distribute the Easter eggs. They are kept busy not only before Easter and on Easter day, but all year round baking cookies for children. When parents leave their children behind, they promise to bring them a gift, bunny cookies. Upon their return, they tell the following tale:

"I'm walking through the woods and I see a bunny wearing an apron and hat, his sleeves rolled back, taking sweet-smelling cookies from an oven. I say to him: 'May the Lord help you!' He answers, 'Thank you, thank you. Would you like a taste? They're still hot.' Of course, I dol They smell so good, they look so good. . ."

In the meantime the-child can hardly control himself: "What kind of oven was it?" "Tiny, pretty." "Did you get to taste any cookies?" "Yes, of course." "Did you bring me any?"
At this point, the father, mother or other family member pulls out the goodies and distributes them to the children who are extremely impressed not only by the bunny cookies but also by the baking method itself. They can practically see the flushed, rushing bunny mixing the dough and stoking the oven. How wonderful that morn or dad just happened to be passing at the very time the cookies were done!
Easter games
A variety of games were played with Easter eggs. The simpliest is an egg-breaking contest. Two players face off, each holding an Easter egg and hit each other's egg. The one whose egg remains intact is the winner. The egg is held in the fist so that only its tip protrudes. The other player hits it with the tip of his egg. If the egg breaks on the side, the impact was wrong and the owner of the broken egg is not considered the loser. The winner claims the broken egg. After the game the number of eggs won was tallied. It was of paramount importance to have a hard-shelled egg that withstands breaking. In selecting a strong egg, the contestant taps an unboiled egg against his teeth. If the sound is clear and sharp the shell is hard: if dull and muffled, the egg will break quickly, it's not even worth coloring.

Some smart alecks devised an "unbreakable" egg. It was made this way: a raw egg's shell is pricked at both ends. A thin straw is inserted into one end and used to blow out the contents through the opposite end. Another straw with one end shaped as a funnel is then placed into the hole and melted pine or fir sap is poured until the egg is full. If the sap does not flow smoothly, a helper inserts a straw into the opposite hole and draws the air out of the egg. After the egg is filled with sap, the holes are carefully concealed and the egg is then tinted along with others. It weighs about the same as a real boiled egg. Sometimes the empty shell was filled with melted sugar, but it was much heavier and the sugar hardened unevenly making it more difficult to play. Of course, if caught, the cheat was punished. The direst penalty was to eat the "Easter egg."

Another amusing Easter game was egg rolling. This was best done outdoors, but also could be played in a larger room. A trough is made from pieces of wood or bark to measure about 10 cm long and 15 cm wide (it can also be much longer). One end of the ramp is propped up to produce a downward incline, but not too steep. A small circle is drawn at the bottom of the slope for the playing field into which the eggs will roll. When the game is played outdoors, the trough must be placed on a smooth surface because the eggs will not roll in the circle if there are pebbles, high grass, etc. When played indoors, the surface of the circle must not be too slippery for the eggs will roll out. A low wall or enclosure may be built around the circle. When all the preparations are completed, the players begin the contest. Four to eight persons play. Each uses an egg of a different color to tell them apart. Eggs may also be marked in different ways. The egg is let down the incline. After one contestant finishes, the next rolls his egg aiming to reach the other's egg and tap it. If the egg hits the first one, its owner wins and takes the first egg. The eggs are rolled down the slope in turn. A contestant who wins an egg rolls out of turn until his egg fails to hit another. Another player then takes his egg from the circle and rolls it.

Eggs used in the rolling contest may already be cracked (for instance, already used and won in an egg-breaking contest), but their sides should be intact because eggs with cracked sides do not roll well. The trough may be straight or curved in different ways to make the eggs roll longer. The slope may also be made of cardboard from an old box, plastic or any other material strong and rigid enough to support the weight of an egg.

A simpler egg-roll is done without a trough. A circle at least one meter in diameter is traced on a smooth surface. Barriers or enclosures are placed around the circle to keep the eggs from rolling out (crumpled newspaper may be used). A gate is kept open on one side through which the players push their eggs. The first player is chosen by lot. He rolls his egg into the circle. The second player attempts to roll his egg so that it will tap the first one. The game is played like the one using an incline, but in this case the eggs are rolled into the circle by hand with the player kneeling or sitting on the ground. Because the egg does not roll down a ramp, the entire game depends on the contestant's skill, how he rolls his egg into the circle. If the egg is rolled so hard that it leaves the playing field, the contestant loses his turn.

In the past, only young men and adolescents played egg-rolling contests. It was not proper for girls to do so. They provided their beaus with eggs, cheered the contestants on and guarded the eggs won. Today mostly children (boys and girls) roll eggs. 

If guests arrive on Easter, they are given Easter eggs as gifts. The guests also bring an Easter egg for each family member (or at least the hosts and sweets for the children). Easter morning children go "egg begging" but only to the homes of acquaintances, close neighbors or godparents. When they arrive, they say hello and stand silent at the door. It is quite obvious to everyone that an Easter egg is required. The children politely say thank you, wish a Happy Easter and continue on. When Easter was celebrated for three days, no one went visiting the first day, it was unacceptable to intrude upon people on such a holy day as if someone had thrown you out of your own home.

Riddles

If you hit the ice you’ll find silver. If you hit the silver you’ll find gold. (an egg)

The golden horn in which you can find a pie. (an egg)

Born twice dies once. (an egg)

There is a little cup in which you can find tasty soup. (an egg)

The seven milage bridge: on one side is a sausage and on another is an egg. (Lent and Easter)
Proverbs

Who is the first he is the God’s gold, who is the last he is the Jew’s egg.

The egg is teaching the hen.

Imitations

What’s new?

The hens started putting eggs.

Superstitions

1. You can‘t go to visit other people on the first day of Easter, you can do it on the second and on the third day of Easter. 

2. The Easter breakfast starts from eating egg as a first meal.

3. The oldest person shares the egg to all member of family. It is said that all year should be lucky then.
4. It‘s is forbidden to eat poultry on Easter in this way people express gratitude to birds.. 

5. If you wash yourself with cold water you‘ll avoid blithest and other aches all year. 

6. You can‘t sleep long in the Easter morning otherwise you‘ll have headache all year. 

7. It‘s forbidden to comb hair, sweep the floor and dust.
8. Earlier people believed that they won‘t get lost in the forest if they remember at least three dishes they have eaten on Easter dinner.
9. People believed that the invisible snake‘s germ comes out of the egg when it is braked.

10. Our ancestors believed that eggs contained a lot of curative powers. It was belied that they can cure wounds. Women tried to remove their infertility by raw eggs. People buried Easter eggs in the fields because they believed that helped to ensure better harvest. 
11. The early Eastern morning, just before dawn, abounds with magical power. Much of this magic is concentrated in flowing water. Bathing in such water before sunrise prevents all boils, sores, rashes and other skin ailments. If it rains on Easter morning, it is necessary to stand bareheaded in the rain to ensure good growth. Small children who wanted to grow quickly were reminded of this.

12. The Easter breakfast began when the homemaker peeled a blest Easter egg, cut it and gave a piece to every member of the family. This was done so that peace and love would always reign within the family and everyone would live in harmony.

13. On Easter, a person can learn the following summer's weather, about his personal happiness and gain protection against various pests if he knows what to do and what guesses to make.



POEMS


--------------

Easter Easter is coming to us.
The most beautiful Easter eggs are coming to you. 

The Easter egg is rolling like the sun,
At night and day it lives in love.


-------------

The Easter eggs are colored in different colors, 
The Easter eggs in yellow color,
These different colors will be long,
If you celebrate Easter well!


------------

From one side of the egg 
The mother Earth went out, 
From the other side of the egg - 
The blue sky shines; 
From the egg‘s yolk 
The shining sun has risen, 
And from the albumen 
The full moon has appeared in the sky. 
From the variegated shell of the egg 
High stars appeared. 



-------------

The eggs have blossomed in red and green, 

In the middle of the Easter table, 

When everyone is smiling and the sun is shining, 

God bless this world. 

Happy Easter!!!!



---------

Easter has come and the Easter eggs have rolled in,

The yellow one wishes you happiness, 
The red one wishes you love, 
The green egg says be happy, 
The blue one wishes you endurance.



THE JOY OF EASTER
Easter morning has come.

Two Easter bunnies are hopping!

Through the forest path.

A lot of beautiful Easter eggs 
They carry in the basket,

That is hanging on the stick.

And it is not heavy for them:

Because these Easter eggs are for kids. 


EASTER BELL
The Easter bell is flying through Lithuania.

He cries joyfully: Hurry up! Don’t wait!

To love and kindness! To our little church! 

Easter! Easter! All kids are smiling.

The flowers start blossoming
And waving kids with their petals.

A nice basket will be found at home. 
Full of beautiful Easter eggs given by Easter bunnies. 
