Pollution of water
Causes of water pollution
Dumping of untreated sewage and industrial wastes into it. The river Ganga which flows for over 2500 from Gangotri in the Himalayas to Ganga Sagar in the Bay of Bengal is being turned into a drain by the discharge of untreated sewage and industrial wastes, the pollution of river Ganga is also caused by other human activities like bathing, washing of clothes, immersion of ashes of the dead and dumping of unburnt corpses in its water. The industries also discharge chemical effluents into the river water. The toxicity of these chemical effluents kills the fish in many parts of the river.
Lowering of water table-
When too much water is pumped through deep tube wells the underground water level goes down. It decreases the amount of available underground water. In order to maintain the water table at a proper depth, it is necessary to ensure better percolation of rain water into the soil. A scheme called “Rain Water Harvesting” is recommended to stop flowing rain water and make it percolate into the soil more efficiently.
Rain Water Harvesting-
The people in rural India have used a large number of water collecting methods to capture as much rain water as possible which had fallen on their land.
Methods of Water Harvesting-
1. Digging of small pits and lakes.
2. Building of small earthen dams.
3. Construction of Dykes (long walls of earth to trap water.
4. Construction of sand and limestone reservoirs; and setting up of roof top water collecting units. All these methods of collecting and saving rain water have recharged the depleting groundwater levels.
Advantages-
1. The water stored in ground does not evaporate.
2. It spreads out to recharge wells, and provide moisture for crops over a wide area.
3. It does not promote breeding of mosquitoes.
4. It is protected from contamination by human and animal wastes.
5. It is utilized for the benefit of the local population.
6. It increases the agricultural production and income of the farmers.
7. It mitigates the effect of droughts, floods and increases the life of downstream dams and reservoirs.


