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Bengal was once upon a time united. Later on, approximately two-thirds of it became a new country which we know as Bangladesh. The rest of this area which falls to the west became a state of India and came to be known as West Bengal whose main language is Bangla or Bengali as is popularly known. It is a land of rivers and green rice fields, of writers and poets like Rabindranath Tagore, Michael Madhusudan Dutta, Bankim Chandra Chatterjee and hundreds more, of film-makers like Satyajit Ray and Mrinal Sen. It is the land of hundreds of people who come from all parts of the country to earn a living, the land of Udayshankar and Ravishankar, a land steeped in history, culture and tradition, the land of the hilsa fish and himsagar mango, the land of the Sundarbans and its majestic Royal Bengal Tigers. At the epicenter of all these is its capital, Kolkata, and, at the epicenter of the lives and the festivities of its people is the Durga Puja.

The Durga Puja usually takes place in the season of autumn when the weather has cooled down a little, the skies are clear and the nature all around is very pleasant to the eye. Every Bengali soul waits all throughout the year for the arrival of this festival. The festival goes on for five days and it is celebrated amidst great pomp and show. It is a religious festival and the rituals and the worship are performed meticulously with faith and devotion. But it is also a celebration of a daughter’s home-coming. Therefore, a lot of new clothes for all members of the family are in circulation, lots of new recipes and sweet meats are prepared, a lot of annual family get-togethers are organized, and all young and old unite for a short period of festivity. We might also add that tourists from all over the world who love to participate in festivals also visit this state during this festival. 
In this project, we, Aratrika Das and Avinandan Ganguly are trying to make you acquainted with one of the biggest festivals of West Bengal, India. The Victoria Memorial of Kolkata is beautiful. The Science City, the Birla Planetarium, the Race Course, the Howrah Bridge, the tramcars, the Maidan, the Ganga river that flows by this city are beautiful. The large luminous eyes of a Bengali girl and the Jamdani, Kaantha and Baluchari sarees that she drapes herself with are beautiful. The craze amongst the people of this state for a match of cricket or a game of football is beautiful. Equally beautiful is this festival of Durga puja and the love and yearning that every Bengali nurtures in his or her heart for it.
In this project we will discuss the mythological, religious, social, cultural and other aspects of this festival. We will discuss how the festival is looked upon by the people of other regions of this country before we return to West Bengal to show you why and how it is such a loved and pampered festival of this state. For a Bengali it is not only Durga Puja or Durga Worship, but also Durgotsav or Sharodotsav. We will also include some picture slides for you to get a taste of the yearly occurrence to some extent. We hope you enjoy the journey as much as we will enjoy guiding you through it.[image: image2.png]
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Ya devi sarva bhutesu shaktirupena sangsthita
Namastasyay namastasyay namastasyay namo namaha

Ya devi sarva bhutesu matrirupena sangsthita

Namastasyay namastasyay namastasyay namo namaha

Ya devi sarva bhutesu shantirupena sangsthita

Namastasyay namastasyay namastasyay namo namaha

About Goddess Durga
Durga, in Sanskrit means "She who is incomprehensible or difficult to reach." Goddess Durga is a form of Sakti worshiped for her gracious as well as terrifying aspect. Mother of the Universe, she represents the infinite power of the universe and is a symbol of female dynamism. The manifestation of Goddess Durga is said to emerge from Her formless essence and the two are inseparable.

 

She is also called by many other names, such as Parvati, Ambika, and Kali. In the form of Parvati, She is known as the divine spouse of Lord Shiva and is the mother of Her two sons, Ganesha and Karttikeya, and daughter Jyoti. Destroyer of demons, she is worshiped during an annual festival called Durga puja, especially popular among the Bengalis. 


Her Appearance 
 

There are endless aspects of Durga described in the Puranas and Agamas and the iconography is consequently very varied. She is usually pictured as having ten arms holding Sword, Conch, Discus, Rosary, Bell, Wine cup, Shielf, Bow, Arrow, and Spear. She is most often shown riding a lion from which comes Her august name, Simhavahini, "She who stands astride the king of beasts". She is gorgeously dressed in royal red cloth and has several ornaments decorating Her personage. Her hair is dressed up in a crown (karandamukuta) which then flows out in long luxuriant tresses that are darkly luminous and soothing to the eye. The various tools reflect the eminent supremacy that helps in controlling the universe and obey Her will. 


Wielding Energy 


Goddess Durga exists eternally, always abiding in her own sweet nature and inhabits the hearts and minds of her ecstatic devotees. As Shakti, power, she shapes, nurtures, and dissolves names and forms, while as subtle spiritual energy called Kundalini, She lights the lotuses for the seven centres of awareness in the sacred human body. Goddess Durga killed the powerful demon Mahish and all his great commanders. When demonic forces create imbalance all gods unite becoming one divine force called Shakti or Durga. 

Origin of Durga - The Mythology

Devi is the great goddess of the Hindus, the consort of Shiva and she is worshiped in various forms corresponding to her two aspects: benevolence and fierceness. She is Uma, "light"; Gauri, "yellow or brilliant"; Parvati, "the mountaineer"; and Jagatmata, "the-mother-of-the-world" in her milder guise. The terrible emanations are Durga "the inaccessible"; Kali, "the black"; Chandi, "the fierce"; and Bhairavi, "the terrible."


Descent of the Goddess


Durga, a beautiful warrior seated upon a tiger, was the first appearance of the great goddess. The circumstance of her miraculous arrival was the tyranny of the monster-demon Mahishasur, who through terrific austerities had acquired invincible strength. The gods were afraid of this water-buffalo bull because neither Vishnu nor Shiva could prevail against him. It seemed that the joint energy of Shakti was only capable of vanquishing Mahisha, and so it was the eighteen-armed Durga who went out to do battle. 


Battlefield 

She went to battle on her ferocious mount lion, armed with the weapons given to her by the other Gods. Durga is one of the angry and aggressive aspects of the goddess Shakti, whose role in Hindu mythology was to fight and conquer demons and also personify the Sakti or female aspect of any male deity. In the battle, she fought and killed the evil Mahishasura and restored heaven to the Gods. Since then the goddess is invoked for protection from the powers of evil. Durga Puja is observed in her honour, to celebrate her victory over evil. 
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Revered Mother


She has been worshiped from about 400 AD, but probably earlier, to the present. Her literary references are chiefly the Ramayana and Mahabharata, epic and Puranic texts, and she is mentioned by name in Vedic literature. In general, Durga is regarded in northern India as the gentle bride epitomizing family unity while in southern India she is revered more in her warrior aspect. 

Different Forms of Durga
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Nine different forms of Devi, worshiped over the nine days.




As the ten-armed Goddess, Goddess Durga presents a radiantly beautiful form that is bewitching to behold. That special form is somehow simultaneously wrathful and benign and transmits profound spiritual teachings in an exacting manner. The nine-day period from the new moon day to the ninth day of Ashvina is considered the most auspicious time of the Hindu calendar and is hence the most celebrated time of the year as Durga Puja. The nine different forms of Devi are worshiped over the nine days. These are the most popular forms under which she is worshiped:
 

Durga Shailputri (Daughter of Mountain)
 

She is a daughter of Himalaya and first among nine Durgas. In one of her previous births she was the daughter of Daksha. Her name was Sati - Bhavani. I.e. the wife of Lord Shiva. Once Daksha had organized a big Yagna and did not invite Shiva. But Sati being obstinate, reached there. Thereupon, Daksha insulted Shiva. Sati could not tolerate the insult of her husband and burnt herself in the fire of Yagna. In another birth she became the daughter of Himalaya in the name of Parvati - Hemvati and got married to Shiva. As per Upnishad she had torn the egotism of Indra and the other Devtas. Being ashamed they bowed and prayed that, "In fact, thou art Shakti, we - Brahma, Vishnu and Shiv are capable by getting Shakti from you."
 

Brahmacharini
The second Durga Shakti is Brahamcharini. Brahma is one who observes penance (tapa) and good conduct. Here "Brahma" means "Tapa". The idol of this Goddess is very gorgeous. There is a rosary in her right hand and Kamandal in left hand. She is full of merriment. One story is famous about her. In a previous birth she was Parvati Hemavati the daughter of Himvan. Once when she was busy playing games with her friends, Naradaji came to her and predicted seeing her Palm-lines that, "You will get married to a naked-terrible 'Bhole baba' who was with you when you were in the form of Sati, the daughter of Daksh in your previous birth. But now you have to perform penance for him." Thereupon Parvat told her mother Menaka that she would marry none except Shambhu, otherwise she would remain unmarried. Saying this she went to observe penance. That is why her name is famous as tapacharini - Brahmacharini. From that time her name Uma became familiar. 
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Chandraghanta 

The name of the third Shakti is Chandraghanta. There is a half-circular moon in her forehead. She is charming and bright. She is Golden in color. She has three eyes and ten hands holding ten types of swords - etc. weapons and arrows etc. She is seated on a Lion and ready for going in war to fight. She is the unprecedented image of bravery. The frightful sound of her bell terrifies all the villains, demons and danavas. 


Kushmanda
Name of the fourth Durga is Kushmanda. The Shakti creates egg, i.e. Universe by mere laughing .She resides in solar systems. She shines brightly in all the ten directions like Sun. She has eight hands. Seven types of weapons shine in her seven hands. Rosary is in her eighth hand. She looks brilliant riding on her Lion. She likes the offerings of "Kumhde." Therefore her name "Kushmanda" has become famous.
 

Skanda Mata

Fifth name of Durga is "Skanda Mata". The daughter of Himalaya, after observing penance got married with Shiva. She had a son named "Skanda." Skanda is a leader of the army of Gods. Skanda Mata is a deity of fire. Skanda is seated in her lap. She has three eyes and four hands. She is white and seated on a lotus. 


Katyayani

Sixth Durga is Katyayani. The son of "Kat" as "Katya". Rishi Katyayan was born in this "Katya" lineage. Katyayan had observed penance with a desire to get Paramba as his daughter. As a result she took birth as a daughter of Katyayan. Therefore her name is "Katyayani”. She has three eyes and eight hands. There are eight types of weapons and missiles in her eight hands. Her vehicle is Lion.


Kalratri 
Seventh Durga is Kalratri. She is black like the night. Durga’s hairs are unlocked. She has put on necklaces shining like lightening. She has three eyes which are round like the universe. Her eyes are bright. Thousands of flames of fire come out while respiring from her nose. She rides on Shava (dead body). There is a sharp sword in her right hand. Her lower hand is in a blessing mood. The burning torch (mashal) is in her left hand and her lower left hand is in fearless style, by which she makes her devotees fearless. Being auspicious she is called "Shubhamkari." 


Maha Gauri 

The Eighth Durga is "Maha Gauri." She is as white as a conch, moon and Jasmine. She is of eight years old. Her clothes and ornaments are white and clean. She has three eyes. She rides on a bull. She has four hands. The above left hand is in "Fearless - Mudra" and lower left hand holds "Trishul." The above right hand has tambourine and lower right hand is in blessing style. She is calm and peaceful and exists in a peaceful style. It is said that when the body of Gauri became dirty due to dust and earth while observing penance, Shiva made it clean with the waters of Ganga. Then her body became bright like lightening. There fore, she is known as "Maha Gauri". 


Siddhidatri 
Ninth Durga is Siddhidatri. There are eight Siddhis, they are- Anima, Mahima, Garima, Laghima, Prapti, Prakamya, Iishitva & Vashitva. Maha Shakti gives all these Siddhies. It is said in "Devipuran" that the Supreme God Shiv got all these Siddhies by worshipping Maha Shakti. With her gratitude the half body of Shiv has became of the Goddess and there fore his name "Ardhanarishvar" has became famous. The Goddess drives on Lion. She has four hands and looks pleased. This form of Durga is worshiped by all Gods, Rishis-Munis, shiddhas, Yogis, Sadhakas and devotees for attaining the best religious asset.
Different kinds of Puja
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	Ma Sarawati is also worshiped along with goddess Lakshmi and Durga. 



	


Durgapuja, over the years, has outgrown its religious connotations to a large extent as people all over India celebrate it with gusto. There are various ways in which Ma Durga is worshiped. The rituals and customs vary due to vast differences in the culture of Indian States. But, all these follow the century old tradition and practice that intermingle with historical ethos. 


Maharashtra

In Maharashtra, Durga Puja is a fun occasion. Puja is performed each day and devotees don't remove the flower garland that is put each day on the idol or image of the deity. After nine days all nine are removed together. Young girls who have not attained maturity are invited to eat, play games, dance and sing. An elephant is drawn with rangoli and the girls play guessing games. Then they are fed a meal of their choice.
 

West Bengal


In West Bengal, Durga Puja is five days of festivity. It hinges around Mahalaya day, a week before the actual celebrations begin. It was on this day that Durga was assigned the task of eliminating evil. So the familiar pose of Durga unleashing her wrath on an out powered assura (demon). Legend goes that Ram wanted to invoke the blessings of Durga before his great war with Ravan. He performed the Durga Puja despite the time of year not being right. That is why the puja is also known as Akal Bodhon, or untimely invocation. 



Punjab

People of Punjab strictly observe Navratri. Some Punjabis have only milk for seven days before breaking the fast on ashtami or navami. They worship Durga Ma and do the aarti at home. Some of them have fruit or a complete meal once a day and intoxicating drinks or meat and other form of entertainment is completely avoided. At the end of the fast devotees feed beggars or worship little girls who spell the Shakti of the Mother Goddess. 


Gujarat

Navratri is devoted to Amba mataji. In some homes, images of mataji are worshiped in accordance with accepted practice. This is also true of the temples, which usually have a constant stream of visitors from morning to night. The most common form of public celebration is the performance of garba or dandia-ras, Gujarat's popular folk-dance, late throughout the nights of these nine days in public squares, open grounds and streets. 


Kerala 

In Kerala, Durga Puja signifies the beginning of formal education for every child aged 3-5 years. While puja goes on in the temple for all ten days, it is only the concluding three days which are really important. Ashtami is the day of Ayudya Puja, when all the tools at home are worshiped. Custom dictates that no tools be used on this day. On navami, Goddess Saraswati is honoured by worshiping the books and records at home. 

Thousands throng the Saraswati temple at Kottayam during this period to take a dip in the mysterious holy pond whose source is yet unknown. Large gatherings are also seen at the famous temples at Thekkegram (Palghat), in which there are no idols -- only huge mirrors. A devotee finds himself bowing before his own reflection which indicates that God is within us. 



Kashmir 

Hindus are a minority in Jammu and Kashmir but they celebrate their festivals with pomp and show. These days, festivities are subdued, though. The favorite deities of Kashmir are Lord Shiva and Serawali Ma Durga, the one who rides the tiger. Pundits and Muslims alike vouch that Navratri is important. No big pandals here, each Hindi house-hold does the pooja at home. All the adult members of the household fast and drink only water throughout the day. In the evenings, fruits may be taken. As elsewhere, Kashmiris grow barley in earthen pots. They believe that if the growth in this pot is good, there is prosperity all year. 


The most important ritual for Kashmiri Pundits is to visit the temple of guardian goddess Kheer Bhawani on all nine days. On the last day of Navratri, an aarti is held at the temple after which people break their fast. On Dussehra day, Ravana's effigy is burnt. Devotees also visit the Hari Parbat temple. 

Navratri
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Dandiya, the most awaited traditional dance festival of India.
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Navratri, the festival of nights, lasts for 9 days with three days each devoted to worship of Ma Durga, the Goddess of Valor, Ma Lakshmi, the Goddess of Wealth and Ma Saraswati, the Goddess of Knowledge. During the nine days of Navratri, feasting and fasting take precedence over all normal daily activities amongst the Hindus. Evenings give rise to the religious dances in order to worship Goddess Durga Maa.


1st - 3rd day of Navratri 

On the first day of the Navaratras, a small bed of mud is prepared in the puja room of the house and barley seeds are sown on it. On the tenth day, the shoots are about 3 - 5 inches in length. After the puja, these seedlings are pulled out and given to devotees as a blessing from god. These initial days are dedicated to Durga Maa, the Goddess of power and energy. Her various manifestations, Kumari, Parvati and Kali are all worshipped during these days. They represent the three different classes of womanhood that include the child, the young girl and the mature woman. 


4th - 6th day of Navratri
 

During these days, Lakshmi Maa, the Goddess of peace and prosperity is worshipped. On the fifth day which is known as Lalita Panchami, it is traditional, to gather and display all literature available in the house, light a lamp or 'diya' to invoke Saraswati Maa, the Goddess of knowledge and art. 


7th - 8th day of Navratri 


These final days belong to Saraswati Maa who is worshipped to acquire the spiritual knowledge. This in turn will free us from all earthly bondage. But on the 8th day of this colourful festival, yagna (holy fire) is performed. Ghee (clarified butter), kheer (rice pudding) and sesame seeds form the holy offering to Goddess Durga Maa.
 

Mahanavami 

The festival of Navratri culminates in Mahanavami. On this day Kanya Puja is performed. Nine young girls representing the nine forms of Goddess Durga are worshiped. Their feet are washed as a mark of respect for the Goddess and then they are offered new clothes as gifts by the worshipper. This ritual is performed in most parts of the country
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Mahalaya
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	People offering 'tarpan' in memory of their deceased forefathers.



	


Mahalaya ushers in the aura of Durga Puja. The countdown for the Durga Puja begins much earlier, from the day of 'Janmastami'. It is only from the day of Mahalaya that the preparations for the Durga Puja reach the final stage. The midnight chants of various hymns of ‘Mahishasura Mardini’ remind one of the beginnings of Durga Puja. 


Mahalaya is an auspicious occasion observed seven days before the Durga Puja, and heralds the advent of Durga, the goddess of supreme power. It's a kind of invocation or invitation to the mother goddess to descend on earth - "Jago Tumi Jago". This is done through the chanting of mantras and singing devotional songs. 

The day of Mahalaya is also the day of remembrance. On this day, people offer 'tarpan' in memory of their deceased forefathers. The banks of River Ganga become a sea of humanity. Priests are seen busy performing 'Tarpan' for devotees in groups. The rituals start from early down and end during the midday. Devotees and worshipers buy clothes and sweets to offer to their forefathers. 'Tarpan' is to be performed in empty stomach. After offering 'tarpan', people eat at the same place. 

Dussehra
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'Ravan Dahan' that involves the burning of the effigies of Ravana.




The festival of Dussehra, also known as Vijayadashmi, is one of the fascinating festivals of India and is celebrated with joy and enthusiasm. According to the great Hindu scripture, the Ramayana, Lord Rama performed chandi-puja (holy prayer). This was carried out in order to invoke the blessings of Durga Maa for the killing of Ravana, the ten-headed demon king of Sri Lanka who had abducted Seeta, wife of Lord Rama.

Durga Maa divulged the secret to Rama on how he could slay the great Ravana. Hence upon vanquishing the demon Ravana, Lord Rama with Sita and younger brother Laxmana, returned victorious to his kingdom of Ayodhya on the day which is called 'Diwali'. Revelers across northern India re-enact the legend at sundown in a performance called the Ramlila, featuring actors dressed as Rama shooting flaming arrows at effigies stuffed with firecrackers. 


Dassera day is considered a most auspicious day. It is a time-honored belief that if any new venture is started on this day, it is bound to be successful. Hence, all the undertakings be it laying-in of foundation of a new building, opening of a new commercial establishment or even initiating a child into the world of learning- are started on this day. Also on this day implements of agriculture, manufacturer's machines, the intellectuals pens, the household articles, the children's school books are placed before the idol of Durga and worshiped. 
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The Rituals of Durga Puja
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Unveiling the face of the goddess Durga's idol.




The festival of Durga Puja starts with Mahalaya, the first phase of the waxing moon in Aswin. Thousands offer prayers to their ancestors at the city's river banks, a ritual called Tarpan. The inauguration of the Goddess idol starts on Mahashasthi. The main puja is for three days - Mahasaptami, Mahaastami, and Mahanavami. The puja rituals are long and very detailed and complicated. Three days of Mantras and Shlokas and Arati and offerings - needs an expert priest to do this kind of Puja. Because of these facts, the number of Pujas held in the family has reduced and Durga Puja has mostly emerged as a community festival.
 

Mahashashthi
On this day Goddess Durga arrives to the mortal world from her heavenly abode, accompanied by her children. She is welcomed with much fanfare amidst the beats of dhaak. Unveiling the face of the idol is the main ritual on this day. Kalaparambho, the ritual performed before the commencement of the puja precedes Bodhon, Amontron and Adibas. 


Mahasaptami 
Saptami is the first day of Durga puja. Kola Bow or Nabapatrika is given a pre-dawn bath. This is an ancient ritual of worshiping nine types of plants. They are together worshiped as a symbol of the goddess. The main Saptami Puja follows Kalparambho and Mahasnan. 


Mahaastami 
The day began with a recital of Sanskrit hymns in community puja pandals as thousands of devotees offered anjali to the goddess. Kumari Puja or the worship of little girls as the mother goddess was a special part of the rituals observed in a number of traditional and household pujas. As the day wore on, it was time for the important Sandhi Puja, which marks the inter-linking of the Maha Ashtami and Maha Navami. 


Mahanavami 

This is the concluding day of Durga Puja. The main Navami puja begins after the end of Sandhi Puja. The Navami Bhog is offered to the goddess. This is later taken as prasad by the devotees. 


Dashami

After the three days of Puja, on Dashami, the last day, a tearful farewell is offered to the Goddess. Most of the community pujas postpone the farewell as long as possible and arrange a grand send-off. The images are carried in processions around the locality and finally are immersed in a nearby river or lake. Vijaya Dashami is an event celebrated all over the country.

Mythology of Durga Puja
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known as the divine spouse of Lord Shiva




According to Hindu mythology a demon named Mahishasura, earned the favor of Lord Shiva after a long and hard penance. Lord Shiva, impressed with his devotion, blessed him that no man or deity would be able to kill him and that only a woman can kill him. Mahishasur was very pleased with this boon as he thought that a woman can never defeat him. Arrogant Mahishasura started his reign of terror over the Universe and people were killed mercilessly. He even attacked the abode of the gods and conquered the heavens and became their leader.

The Defeat Of Gods


After their defeat and humiliation at the hands of Mahishasur, the gods took refuge under Lord Brahma, who took them to Lord Shiva and Lord Vishnu. The only solution left was the creation of a woman who possesses the ultimate power to fight and defeat Mahishasur. Pure energy blazed forth from Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva - the trinity forming the pure energy of Godhood, all concentrating at one point that took the form of Goddess Durga. 


Culmination Of Energies


Her face reflected the light of Shiva, her ten arms were from Lord Vishnu, her feet were from Lord Brahma, the tresses were formed from the light of Yama, the god of death and the two breasts were formed from the light of Somanath, the Moon God, the waist from the light of Indra, the king of gods, the legs and thighs from the light of Varun, the god of oceans and hips from the light of Bhoodev (Earth), the toes from the light of Surya (Sun God), fingers of the hand from the light of the Vasus, the children of Goddess river Ganga and nose from the light of Kuber, the keeper of wealth for the Gods. The teeth were formed from the light of Prajapati, the lord of creatures, the Triad of her eyes was born from the light of Agni, the Fire God, the eyebrows from the two Sandhyas,ie, sunrise and sunset, the ears from the light of Vayu, the god of Wind. Thus from the energy of these gods, as well as from many other gods, was formed the goddess Durga. 


Power Of Weapons


The gods then gifted the goddess with their weapons and other divine objects to help her in her battle with the demon, Mahishasura. Lord Shiva gave her a trident while Lord Vishnu gave her a disc. Varuna gave her a conch and noose, and Agni gave her a spear. From Vayu, she received arrows. Indra gave her a thunderbolt, and the gift of his white-skinned elephant Airavata was a bell. From Yama, she received a sword and shield and from Vishwakarma (god of Architecture), an axe and armor. The god of mountains, Himavat gifted her with jewels and a lion to ride on. Durga was also given many other precious and magical gifts, new clothing, and a garland of immortal lotuses for her head and breasts. 



The beautiful Durga, bedecked in jewels and golden armor and equipped with the fearsome weaponry of the gods, was ready to engage in battle with the fierce and cruel Mahishasura. Mahishasura and his demon allies found their attention drawn from heaven to Earth, as Durga's power moved its way towards heaven. Though confident of their power and control in heaven, the demons could not help being awestruck. 



The Battlefield


As Mahishasura's armies were struck down effortlessly by Durga, it became obvious to him that he was not as secure in heaven as he had thought. No demon could fight her and win. Her breath would replenish her armies - bringing back to life all of her soldiers who fell. The demons were in chaos and were easily defeated and captured. Mahishasura was shocked and enraged by the disastrous events on the battlefield. He took on the form of a demonic buffalo, and charged at the divine soldiers of Durga, goring and killing many and lashing out with his whip-like tail. Durga's lion pounced on the demon-buffalo and engaged him in a battle. While he was thus engaged, Durga threw her noose around his neck. 


Mahishasura then assumed the form of a lion and when Durga beheaded the lion, Mahishasura escaped in the form of a man who was immediately face to face with a volley of arrows from Durga. The demon escaped yet again and then having assumed the form of a huge elephant, battered Durga's lion with a tusk. With her sword Durga hacked the tusk into pieces. 



The Victory


The demon reverted once more to the form of the wild buffalo. He hid himself in the mountains from where he hurled boulders at Durga with his horns. Durga drank the divine nectar, the gift of Kuber. She then pounced on Mahishasura, pushing him to the ground with her left leg. She grasped his head in one hand, pierced him with her sharp trident held in another, and with yet another of her ten hands she wielded her bright sword, beheading him. At last he fell dead, and the scattered surviving remnants of his once invincible army fled in terror. 

Tradition of Durga Puja
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The idol being immersed on the tenth day of Durga Puja.




Today's most authentic form of the Durga is that of a ten handed goddess modeled out of clay astride a lion. Each of those hands carry a separate weapon in them except two, which holds the spear which has been struck into the chest of the demon, Mahishasura. The four children of the Goddess had also been added to the iconography - Laxmi, the goddess of wealth, Saraswati, the Goddess of knowledge, Kartik, the God of beauty as well as warfare and Ganesha, the 'Siddhidata' or the starter of everything in good sense.


The drum-beats are an integral part of the Durga Puja. This special variety of the drum, known as 'Dhak,' enthralls the hearts of kolkata with its majestic rhythm right from the day of 'Sasthi.' This drum is held on the shoulder with the beating side in the bottom and is beaten with two sticks, one thick and another thin. 


The Durga Puja spans over a period of ten days in case of traditional and household Pujas, though the main part of it is restricted to four days only. The main Puja, however, starts on the evening of 'Sasthi', the sixth day after the new moon, generally from beneath a 'Bel' tree for the traditional ones. In the wee hours of 'Saptami,' the next day, the 'Pran' or life of the Devi is brought from a nearby pond or river in a banana tree and established inside the image. The main puja starts thereafter and the prime time is reached in the 'Sandhikshan,' the crossover time between Ashtami and Navami. Finally, on 'Dashami,' the tenth day from the new moon, the image is immersed in a pond or river. 

	Durga Puja

	Durga



Depiction of  at Maddox Square, Kolkata

	Also called
	Akalbodhan, Vijaya Dashami, Dashain, and Dussehra

	Observed by
	Hindus

	Type
	Hindu

	2009 date
	September 26-29

	Related to
	Dussehra


Durga Puja Celebrations
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People gathering in beautifully decorated pandal for puja. 




The celebration of Durga Puja goes very far back in history and there are abundant references to it in India literature from 12th century onwards. However, today Durga Puja is generally a community festival. The Puja celebration over the years has changed color often. Earlier, it was the most expensive of all festivals and could only be performed by the rich and the powerful like feudal lords, rajas and big businessmen. However, it always evoked great enthusiasm and popular support. 

But in today's ethos, the evolution of many clubs, associations and societies has made the Puja cosmopolitan in character. The social and ritualistic significance of the Puja has also been modified to a great degree. Today, this festival has become an occasion for pageantry and extravaganza. Age-old conch shells and drums have given way to loud film songs and sometimes the goddess is modeled on popular film actresses. On the flip side, animal sacrifices, a must earlier, have been                 
dispensed with at many places and shrines. 

While earlier Durga was worshiped alone, now it is, more often than not, the goddess with her family. Durga is portrayed as the supreme head; and the presence of Ganesha, Kartikeya, Shiva etc marks a wholesome picture of divinity. In southern India celebrations constitute a display of images of God and toys at home for nine days. But despite the various ways in which this festival is celebrated the feature that is common is that of the worship of the mother goddess

Durga Puja
Durga Puja (Bengali: দুর্গা পূজা, ‘Worship of Durga’), also referred as Durgotsab (Bengali: দুর্গোৎসব, ‘Festival of Durga’) is an annual Hindu festival that celebrates worship of Hindu goddess Durga. It refers to all the six days observed as Mahalaya, Shashthi , Maha Saptami, Maha Ashtami, Maha Nabami and Bijoya Dashami. The dates of Durga Puja celebrations are set according to traditional Hindu calendar and the fortnight corresponding the festival is called Debi Poksho (‘Fortnight of the Goddess’). Debi Poksho is preceded by Mahalaya, the last day of the previous fortnight Pitri Poksho (‘Fortnight of the Forefathers’), and is ended on Kojagori Lokkhi Puja (‘Worship of Goddess Lakshmi on Kojagori Full Moon Night’)
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Durga Puja is widely celebrated in West Bengal, Assam , Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa and Tripura where it is a five-day annual holiday. Not only is it the biggest Hindu festival celebrated throughout the State, but also the most significant socio-cultural event in Bengali society. Apart from Eastern part of India, Durga Puja is also celebrated in Delhi, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Punjab, Kashmir, Karnataka and Kerala. Durga Puja is also celebrated as a major festival in Nepal and Bangladesh. Nowadays, many non-residential Bengali cultural organizations arrange for Durgotsab in the countries like the United States, United Kingdom, Australia, Germany, France, Kuwait etc. In 2006, a grand Durga Puja ceremony was held in the Great Court of the British Museum.[1]
University of Minnesota & The University of Dhaka are the two universities in the World to have patronized and allowed Durga Puja in its premises.

The prominence of Durga Puja increased gradually during the British Raj in Bengal. After the Hindu reformists resemble Durga with India, she had become an icon for the Indian independence movement. On the first quarter of the 20th century, the tradition of Baroyari or Community Puja was popularized due to this. After independence, Durga Puja became one of the largest celebrated festivals in the whole world.

Durga Puja includes the worships of Shiva, Lakshmi, Ganesha, Saraswati and Kartikeya also. Modern tradition have come to include the display of decorated pandals and artistically depicted idols of Durga, exchange of Bijoya Greetings and publication of Puja Annual subscriptions.
[image: image24.jpg]



 Names
In Bengal, Durga Puja is also called Akalbodhan (Bengali: অকালবোধন, 'untimely awakening of Durga'), Sharadiya Puja (Bengali: শারদীয়া পূজা, ‘autumnal worship’), Sharodotsab (Bengali: শারদোৎসব, ‘festival of autumn’), Maha Puja (Bengali: মহা পূজা, ‘grand puja’), Maayer Pujo (Bengali: মায়ের পুজো, ‘worship of the Mother) or only referred as Puja or Pujo. In East Bengal (now Bangladesh), Da Puja used to be celebrated as Bhagabati Puja. It is also called Durga Puja in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,Orissa Delhi and Madya Pradesh.[2]
Durga Puja is called Navaratri Puja in Gujarat, Punjab,Kerala and Maharashtra, Kullu Dussehra in Kullu Valley, Himachal Pradesh, Mysore Dussehra in Mysore, Karnataka and Bommai Kolu in Tamil Nadu and Bommala koluvu in Andhra Pradesh.

 Bengal
The worship of Durga in the autumn (শরৎ Shôrot) is the year's largest Hindu festival of Bengal. Durga Puja is also celebrated in Nepal and Bhutan according to local traditions and variations. Puja means "worship," and Durga's Puja is celebrated from the sixth to tenth day of the waxing moon in the month of Ashwin (Bengali: আশ্বিন Ashshin), which is the sixth month in the Bengali calendar. Occasionally however, due to shifts in the lunar cycle relative to the solar months, it may also be held in the following month, Kartika (Bengali: কার্তিক Kartik). In the Gregorian calendar, these dates correspond to the months of September and October.

In the Krittibas Ramayana, Rama invokes the goddess Durga in his battle against Ravana. Although she was traditionally worshipped in the spring, due to contingencies of battle, Rama had to invoke her in the autumn akaal bodhan

 HYPERLINK "http://www.durga-puja.org/what-the-epics-say-akalbodhan.html" [1]. Today it is this Rama's date for the puja that has gained ascendancy, although the spring puja, known as Basanti Puja [One of the oldest 'sabeki' Basanti Puja is held every year at spring in Barddhaman Pal Bari], is also present in the Hindu almanac. Since the season of the puja is Bengali: শরৎ Shôrot, autumn, it is also known as Bengali: শরদিয়া Shôrodia.

The pujas are held over a ten-day period, which is traditionally viewed as the coming of the married daughter, Durga, to her father, Himalaya's home. It is the most important festival in Bengal, and Bengalis celebrate with new clothes and other gifts, which are worn on the evenings when the family goes out to see the 'pandals' (temporary structures set up to venerate the goddess). Although it is a Hindu festival, religion takes a back seat on these five days: Durga Puja in Bengal is a carnival, where people from all backgrounds, regardless of their religious beliefs, participate and enjoy themselves to the hilt.

 Kolkata





Sweets being offered to Goddess Durga during Bijaya Dasami, 2008, at Maddox Square Pandal of Kolkata, India.

In Kolkata alone more than two thousand pandals are set up, all clamouring for the admiration and praise of the populace. The city is adorned with lights. People from all over the country visit the city at this time, and every night is one mad carnival where thousands of people go 'pandal-hopping' with their friends and family. Traffic comes to a standstill, and indeed, most people abandon their vehicles to travel by foot after a point. A special task force is deployed to control law and order. Durga Puja in kolkata is often referred to as the Rio Carnival of the Eastern Hemisphere.

 History




Durga Puja, 1809 watercolour painting in Patna Style.





Goddess Durga, in one of the Pandals of Calcutta, now Kolkata.

A considerable literature exists around Durga in the Bengali language and its early forms, including avnirnaya (11th century), Durgabhaktitarangini by Vidyapati (14th century), etc. Durga Puja was popular in Bengal in the medieval period, and records exist of it being held in the courts of Rajshahi (16th century) and Nadia district (18th century). It was during the 18th century, however, that the worship of Durga became popular among the landed elite of Bengal, Zamindars. Prominent Pujas were conducted by the landed zamindars and jagirdars, enriched by British rule, including Raja Nabakrishna Deb, of Shobhabajar, who initiated an elaborate Puja at his residence. Many of these old pujas exist to this day. Interestingly the oldest such Puja to be conducted at the same venue is in Rameswarpur, Orissa, where it continues for the last four centuries since the Ghosh Mahashays from Kotarang near Howrah migrated as a part of Todarmal's contingent during Akbar's rule. Today, the culture of Durga Puja has shifted from the princely houses to Sarbojanin (literally, "involving all") forms. The first such puja was held Guptipara - it was called barowari (baro meaning twelve and yar meaning friends)

Durga puja mood starts off with the Mahishasuramardini – a two-hour radio programme that has been popular with the community since the 1950s. While earlier it used to be conducted live, later a recorded version began to be broadcast. Bengalis traditionally wake up at 4 in the morning on Mahalaya day to listen to the enchanting voice of the late Birendra Krishna Bhadra and the late Pankaj Kumar Mullick on All India Radio as they recite hymns from the scriptures from the Devi Mahatmyam or Chandi. , During the week of Durga Puja, in the entire state of West Bengal as well as in large enclaves of Bengalis everywhere, life comes to a complete standstill. In playgrounds, traffic circles, ponds—wherever space may be available—elaborate structures called pandals 'are set up, many with nearly a year's worth of planning behind them. The word pandal means a temporary structure, made of bamboo and cloth, which is used as a temporary temple for the purpose of the puja. While some of the pandals are simple structures, others are often elaborate works of art with themes that rely heavily on history, current affairs and sometimes pure imagination.

Somewhere inside these complex edifices is a stage on which Durga reigns, standing on her lion mount, wielding ten weapons in her ten hands. This is the religious center of the festivities, and the crowds gather to offer flower worship or pushpanjali on the mornings, of the sixth to ninth days of the waxing moon fortnight known as Devi Pakshya (lit. Devi = goddess; Pakshya = period; Devi Pakshya meaning the period of the goddess). Ritual drummers – dhakis, carrying large leather-strung dhak –– show off their skills during ritual dance worships called aarati. On the tenth day, Durga the mother returns to her husband, Shiva, ritualised through her immersion into the waters –– Bishorjon also known as Bhaashan and Niranjan





Image of Durga in an early 19th Century lithogragh.

Today's Puja, however, goes far beyond religion. In fact, visiting the pandals recent years, one can only say that Durgapuja is the largest outdoor art festival on earth. In the 1990s, a preponderance of architectural models came up on the pandal exteriors, but today the art motif extends to elaborate interiors, executed by trained artists, with consistent stylistic elements, carefully executed and bearing the name of the artist.

The sculpture of the idol itself has evolved. The worship always depicts Durga with her four children, and occasionally two attendant deities and some banana-tree figures. In the olden days, all five idols would be depicted in a single frame, traditionally called pata. Since the 1980s however, the trend is to depict each idol separately.

At the end of six days, the idol is taken for immersion in a procession amid loud chants of 'Bolo Durga mai-ki jai' (glory be to Mother Durga') and 'aashchhe bochhor abar hobe' ('it will happen again next year') and drumbeats to the river or other water body. It is cast in the waters symbolic of the departure of the deity to her home with her husband in the Himalayas. After these, in a tradition called Vijaya Dashami, families visit each other and sweetmeats are offered to visitors (Dashami is literally "tenth day" and Vijay is "victory").

Durga Puja is also a festivity of Good (Ma Durga) winning over the evil (Maheshasoora the demon). It is a worship of power of Good which always wins over the bad.

Evolution of the Community or Sarbajanin puja





Celebrations inside a house, during Durga puja, Calcutta, 1890.

Initially the Puja was organised by affluent families since they had the money to organize the festival. During the late 19th and early 20th century, a burgeoning middle class, primarily in kolkata, wished to observe the Puja. They created the community or Sarbojanin Pujas.

These Pujas are organized by a committee which represents a locality or neighbourhood. They collect funds called "chaanda" through door-to-door subscriptions, lotteries, concerts etc. These funds are pooled and used for the expenses of pandal construction, idol construction, ceremonies etc. The balance of the fund is generally donated to a charitable cause, as decided by the committee. Corporate sponsorships of the Pujas have gained momentum since the late 1990s. Major Pujas in Calcutta and in major metro areas such as Delhi and Chennai now derive almost all of their funds from corporate sponsorships. Community fund drives have become a formality.

Despite the resources used to organise a Puja, entry of visitors into the Pandal is generally free. Pujas in Calcutta and elsewhere experiment with innovative concepts every year. Communities have created prizes for Best Pandal, Best Puja, and other categories.

Creation of the idols





Durga Puja Idol in the making at Kumortuli, Kolkata
The entire process of creation of the idols from the collection of clay to the ornamentation is a holy process, supervised by rites and other rituals. On the Hindu date of Akshaya Tritiya when the Ratha Yatra is held, clay for the idols is collected from the banks of a river, preferably the Ganges. After the required rites, the clay is transported from which the idols are fashioned. An important event is 'Chakkhu Daan', literally donation of the eyes. Starting with Devi Durga, the eyes of the idols are painted on Mahalaya or the first day of the Pujas. Before painting on the eyes, the artisans fast for a day and eat only vegetarian food.
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Many Pujas in and around Calcutta buy their idols from Kumartuli (also Kumortuli), an artisans' town in north Calcutta. In 1610, the first Durga puja in Kolkata was supposedly celebrated by the Roychowdhuri family of Barisha. Though this was a private affair, community or ‘Baroyari’ Durga puja was started in Guptipara, in Hooghly by 12 young men when they were barred from participating in a family Durga puja in 1761. They formed a committee which accepted subscriptions for organising the puja. Since then, community pujas in Bengal came to be known as ‘Baroyari – ‘baro’ meaning 12 and ‘yar’ meaning friends.In Kolkata, the first ‘Baroyari’ Durga Puja was organized in 1910 by the ‘SanatanDharmotsahini Sabha’ at Balaram Bosu Ghat Road, Bhawanipur. At the same time, similar Baroyari Pujas were held at Ramdhan Mitra Lane and Sikdar Bagan. The Indian freedom struggle also had an influence on Durga puja in Kolkata. In 1926, Atindranath Bose initiated the first ‘Sarbojanin’ Durga puja in which anybody, irrespective of caste, creed and religion, could participate in the festivities. This was consciously done to instill a feeling of unity.

Theme-based Pujas and pandals
Pandals and idols inspired by a particular theme have been the hallmark of many community or Sarbajanin Pujas in Calcutta since the 1990s. Puja committees decide on a particular theme, whose elements are incorporated into the pandal and the idols. Popular themes include ancient civilizations like the Egyptians or Incas. Contemporary subjects like the RMS Titanic and Harry Potter have also been the subject in some pandals.

The design and decoration is usually done by art and architecture students based in the city. The budget required for such theme-based pujas is often higher than traditional pujas. They attract crowds and are well-received. Inspired by Calcutta, theme-based pandals are becoming popular in cities in neighbouring states, particularly Orissa. Experimentation with the idols does not happen much outside Calcutta.

Rapid growth of competitiveness in theme pandals, and also rapid growth of massive billboards that come up at strategic junctions, prior to Puja and allied commercial activities, has also created a cultural backlash from city's traditional Puja pandals, which now claim, "We do not do theme puja, we do Durga puja,”, according to one hoarding put up in Salt Lake, Kolkata 

Here we would like to show you some picture slides on puja pandals in Kolkata and their decorations. The pandals are mainly erected on frames built with bamboo and cloth.The decorations are usually done with paper, plaster of paris,cloth, paint. But modern pandal decorations are also done with other items like shells, thermocols,plastic etc..
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Watch carefully my friends. Do not mistake it for the Taj Mahal. It is a replica of the Taj Mahal made out of white cloth, paper and paint and used as a pandal in Palta, on the outskirts of Kolkata in the year 2008.
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This is also not any temple made of red sandstone, but a pandal erected with the same kind of materials mentioned earlier. Let us show a few more pictures which will equally fascinate you and you will wonder at the skill of the artisans.
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Does it look like some industrial unit? Trust me it is not. It is a durga puja pandal built in the style of a factory. Now let us show you some of the artful decors in the interiors of the pandals.
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Environmental impact





Image of Durga being immersed in water. This has led to harm to aquatic life of many plants and animals

"Commercialisation of Hindu festivals like Durga Puja in the last quarter of 20th century have become a major environmental concern as devout Hindus want bigger and brighter idols and are no longer happy with the ones made from eco-friendly materials," said Ramapati Kumar, a toxics campaigner for Greenpeace. Environmentalists say the idols are often made from non-biodegradable materials such as plastic, cement and plaster of Paris, and are painted using toxic dyes.
Environmentalists state that such materials do not dissolve easily. They reduce the oxygen level in the water, resulting in the death of fish and other aquatic organisms. The paints used contain heavy metals such as mercury, chromium and lead which are carcinogenic. These can adversely affect drinking water.

Over the years, white plumes attached to the drums of a Dhaki, traditional drummer have come to symbolize Durga puja, and at least four birds have to be killed to obtain a bunch of 30-40 feathers needed to decorate a single dhak (drum), thus an estimated 4,000 open-bill storks and egrets are killed across Midnapore, Murshidabad and Malda region alone, for their white feathers, every year

Popular culture specific to the puja
Durga Puja is one of the most important events in the Bengali society's calendar. Many Bengali films, albums and books are released to coincide with the Puja. The West Bengal government gives a fortnight of holidays for the Pujas. This time is used in various ways. Many people travel in India or abroad. Gatherings of friends called “Aadda” in Bengali are common in many homes and restaurants. A lot of shopping is done, and retailers cash in on this opportunity with special offers.

Visiting pandals with friends and family, talking and sampling the food sold near them is known as pandal hopping. Young people embrace this activity. TV and radio channels telecast Puja celebrations. Many Bengali channels devote whole days to the Pujas.

Bengali and Oriya weekly magazines bring out special issues for the Puja known as "Pujabarshiki" or "Sharadiya Sankhya". These contain the works of many writers both established and upcoming and are thus much bigger than the regular issues. Some notable examples are Anandamela and Shuktara.

Durga Puja begins with Mahalaya
[image: image46.jpg]




F Prev Next L
[image: image47.png]


Kolkata: The six-day long Durga Puja festivities begin with Mahalaya. The people of West Bengal and other parts of the country gear up to welcome the Goddess Durga. Mahalaya is the occasion when Bengalis welcome Goddess Mahisasura Mardini into their homes.
On this occasion, people take a holy dip in the river Ganga and perform ritual called Torpon. The Eyes of Durga idols and others are painted on Mahalaya.
 The All India Radio and Doordarshan air the invocation of the Goddess Durga. Actually it describes the story of fight between demon Mahisasura and Goddess Durga. Mahalaya also marks the beginning of Navratra in other parts of the country. A day after Mahalaya is the first day of Navratri.

[image: image48.jpg]



 Durga Puja: A Daughter Comes Visiting
Legend has it that the powerful demon Mahisasura once placated the gods through severe penances. When the pleased gods offered him a boon, he sought immortality. This request being denied, he thought up a clever ploy and asked for a boon whereby only a woman could slay him in battle.  He thought that a woman would never be able to match his physical prowess, and therefore, for all practical purposes he would become immortal anyway. Thus empowered, Mahisasura began wreaking havoc on heaven and earth.

Defeated in battle, the gods combined their divine energies and created Shakti (the primordial, cosmic, feminine energy), a goddess with varied manifestations, one of which was Durga. Armed with weapons given to her by the gods, Durga rode off into battle, mounted on a lion. A long and fierce battle ensued in which the demon Mahisasura was finally slain. The Goddess Durga is therefore celebrated as “Mahisasura-mardini” (the slayer of Mahisasura). She is the Mother Goddess, the supreme power that vanquishes all evil forces.






Initially, this Hindu festival in India was celebrated in the spring. However, today, the autumnal celebrations far outweigh the original puja of the Devi. The autumnal celebration, according to the epic “Ramayana“, started when Ram paid obeisance to the Goddess before he went into battle with the demon king Ravana to rescue his wife Sita, who had been abducted by Ravana. Since this was an untimely invocation of the Goddess, the Durga Puja conducted by Ram is also termed as “akalbodhan” (out of turn/ untimely worship).

Following the example of Ram, the Durga Puja currently is held for anywhere between 5 days (Durga Puja)-10 days (Navaratri - where 9 forms of Shakti are venerated) across different states in India.

While the basic tale behind the Durga Puja remains the same, the Bengalis have a slightly more personalized approach to the Pujas (or ‘Pujo' as it is pronounced in Bengali). It is believed that Durga is the daughter of Bengal and during these 5 days she visits her parental home along with her 4 children (Ganesh, Lakshmi, Saraswati, and Kartikeya) and 2 close friends. Interestingly, her husband Shiva does not usually accompany her on this trip. He stays behind, letting his wife and children visit Earth and enjoy all the pampering from their Bengali relatives.






What is unique to Kolkata’s Durga Puja is the quest for creativity, the insatiable urge to create something new. And it is for this reason that one will always feel that Kolkata’s Durga Puja can perhaps never be paralleled.
The creativity is amply evident, year after year in the Puja motifs - ‘themes' reflected in the pandal design and decoration of the Durga protima (Durga idol). There are also numerous awards given away each year to innovative, creative, environment-friendly (a relatively new entrant in the evaluation parameters) pujas that also take crowd safety into account.

The Durga Puja is an essence of all the passions of a Bengali, his culture, love, emotions, and warmth of being together, the ultimate joy of celebration. They feel great pleasure in competing with each other on pandal making.
Here are a few themes from this year's Pujo.

The Nepal theme - Appreciated by the Nepal Tourism Board and the consulate-general of Nepal, this puja in South Kolkata reflected Nepali art and architecture in all its glory, from the pandal, a replica of the Yakshewar Mahadev Temple in Bhaktapur, to the Durga idol  inspired by the four-headed Nepalese deity Taleju Bhavani.






Durga idol inspired by the Nepalese deity Taleju Bhawani. Originally uploaded by Anil m, used under Creative Commons License
The Egypt theme - Egyptian hieroglyphs, images, sculptures, art and architecture also came to Kolkata this puja as can be seen below:






Egyptian theme at a South Kolkata pandal. 





Pandal decoration - Egyptian theme. 
Environment/climate change as puja theme - It was heartening to see that this year many puja organizers focused on environmental and climate change issues in their puja themes.  Innovative and creative art forms explored these issues, aiming to make the visitors more aware about the environment. An example:






A board outside a puja pandal explains issues such as global warming and the need for recycling resources

And inside, hand-painted paper packets replace traditional decoration materials, to drive home their point.






Painting on paper packets. 
And there were many, many more, strewn across the city and also across the state.

Apart from the pandals and idols, there were the decorative lights that gave the city its glitter by night. Thousands of people poured out of their homes to celebrate the days and nights with food, drinks and ‘pandal-hopping' (visiting one puja after another).






Decorative lights at a puja pandal gate. 
And of course, many of the lights also carried a message, be it social or environmental in nature.






Save Life on Earth - plant a tree. The 5 days of festivities ended with Dashami, the day of immersion. This is the day when the Goddess returns to her marital home in the Himalayas. But not before the married women give her and her family a warm send-off with gifts, sweets and lots of vermilion for a long and happy conjugal life.






Bidding her farewell until next year. 
This is followed by 'shidoor khela' (the vermilion ceremony) a ritual by married women where they smear sindoor (traditionally, sindoor/ vermilion on the forehead/ parting of the hair is the mark of a married Hindu woman) on each other and share sweets, fun and laughter.
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Finally, all the idols are taken to the lakes/ rivers for immersion. The pandal is dismantled and life goes on as usual, with the Bengalis beginning their wait for the year to come. After immersion, it is time again to meet and greet friends, family, relatives and all other near and dear ones as it is Vijaya Dashami, the celebration that coincides with Dussehra, the victory of Ram over Ravana.
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Not only is it celebrated across the country, Durga puja is celebrated by Bengalis world-wide. Here are some photos which will show you how artistic and beautiful the idols of the goddess have become over the years.
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Bottom of Form

We would now like to give you and your families best wishes for the rest of the year. May the Mother bless all of you and all your loved ones. May you be successful in all that you do.
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SHUBHA BIJAYA----That’s what we say in short to mean all of that.

The Ganga still flows on its way waiting for the Mother to return next year. The Bengali soul waits and starts planning for the next year when the Goddess Mother and the Daughter of the house will come home to enliven them all again.

[image: image79.jpg]



OM SARVAMANGALYA MANGALYE, SHIVE SARVAARTHA SAADHIKE

SHARANNETRAMBAKE GAURI NARAYANI NAMAHOSTUTE. 
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