                                                    WHAT ABOUT POETRY QUIZ?

Objectives

· To adopt an activity - based, learner - centred approach that encourages a high level of personal response and involvement. 

· To help learners discover the joy of reading and appreciating poetry through personal discovery and collective discourse.

LEVEL

               Secondary (Class IX)

THE PREPARATION

1. Handouts of the poem Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf to be given to the Learners. 

2. Questions and activities on Reference cards for the Teacher.

3. Colleagues as Observers to give their suggestions later.

THE TEXT

The poem Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf (Copy attached) is built around the story of Little Red Riding Hood who goes out into the wood to see her Grandmother. On her way she meets a wolf that finds out where she is going. Even before she could reach her Grandmother’s house, the wolf gets there, kills the Grandmother and eats her up. The Wolf changes itself into Grandmother’s clothes and waits for Little Red Riding Hood. Thereafter, the poet, Roald Dahl brings about a change in the popular story for children in his poem. 

 Reasons for selecting THE POEM 

· Learners are familiar with the original story (courtesy Television).

· It is a short poem.

· It is comprehensible.

· The ending is interesting, unexpected and pertaining to changed attitudes of recent times.

HOW IT WORKS

This Lesson takes two periods of 40 minutes duration. 

· Pre-lesson administration: 05 minutes

· Warming-up activity: 10 minutes

· Silent reading of the Poem: 05 minutes

· Setting-up of the Class for the Quiz: 05 minutes

· Giving instructions for the Quiz: 05 minutes 

· The Quiz: 40 minutes

· Feedback: 10 minutes                                       

The Lesson is conducted in three stages. The first stage consists of a warm-up activity to stimulate the Learners’ curiosity regarding the poem. The second stage is that of the Quiz. The Quiz consists of four rounds of activities pertaining to true/false, vocabulary, complete the following, rhyming words, questions etc. The fourth round of the Quiz has open-ended questions for each of the teams. Such questions are included to initiate the Learners into an interpretation and assimilation of ideas expressed by the poet.  Finally, the third stage is the feedback stage. 

The learners are divided into four teams consisting of two learners each for the Class Quiz –Team A, Team B, Team C and Team D. Instructions regarding the rules of the Quiz are given to the Class. Each team is given a question. The question passes on to the next team if they fail to give the right answer. Ten marks are given for the correct answer and five marks for the correct answer to the bonus, passed-on question. The open-ended questions are judged on the logical interpretations of the Learners. There is no negative marking. The Quiz begins after the instructions are clear to the Learners.

The Quiz ensures the active participation of the Learners. The questions included are of the following types: True/False statements, Complete the following, Vocabulary, Questions etc. (Copy attached). The aim is to help the Learners arrive at a general understanding of the poem through these questions. The first couple of minutes is difficult. There are clarifications sought - the Hindi equivalent of a particular word, the appropriateness of a sentence construction and so on. But soon the Learners are initiated into the fun aspect of the activities 

In the fourth round of the Quiz, four open-ended questions are put forth to the four teams in the Class. The questions relate to the thoughts, suggestions, characterization and other issues raised in the poem. The Learners have to support their ideas with illustrations from the poem.

The   highlights of the Quiz 

· Clear objectives

· Learner motivation

· Time management

· Relevant and meaningful activities

And finally, after the quiz the learners are brought together to discuss whether they enjoyed the activities and whether they learnt anything. The Class is also asked to give their opinion about the questions they found difficult. The general consensus usually is that they enjoyed the Poem, the activities related to the Poem, and the congenial, friendly environment in the Classroom.

A Class Quiz is always exciting and contributes to the emotive aspects of learning. The activity works for the Learners and also for the teacher. 

THE STRENGTHS OF THE LESSON

· The   Learners show interest in this method of understanding a poem.

· The poem provides sufficient matter for starting a learning process and is easy enough to kindle the Learners’ interest. During the Quiz there is a great deal of activity among the Learners and also the desire to give appropriate responses. For the Learners the Quiz is a welcome change. This is the best indicator of the validity of the Quiz. 

THE CRITIQUE

· The pace of the Quiz is slow at times. The Learners can be given a time limit to answer the questions. But in my opinion, setting up a time limit defeats the very purpose of the Objectives listed above. Learners should not rush through the poem but take their time to go through the Poem again and again in order to understand and appreciate it.

· Open-ended questions and cross-questionings in between the Quiz should be avoided. However, I feel that in any informal classroom situation the degree of flexibility to mould the format of a particular activity (in this case a Class Quiz) to suit a definite purpose must always be there. The Quiz after all is a means to an end, not an end in itself. 

SUCCESS OF THE LESSON DEPENDS ON

·  Adequate preparation of the lesson.

· Planned activities relevant to the aims of the Lesson.

· The inputs and sequence of activities.

· Activities with a fair amount of innovation and imagination.

· Through the Class Quiz, the poem - its discourse structure, the lexical items in it, characterization, descriptive details and issues involved - acquires some uniqueness for the Learners.

LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD and the WOLF

As soon as Wolf began to feel 

That he would like a decent meal ,

He went and knocked on Grandma’s door.

When Grandma opened it, she saw

The sharp white teeth, the horrid grin,

And Wolfie said,` May I come in?’

Poor Grandmamma was terrified,

`He’s going to eat me up!’ she cried.

And she was absolutely right.

He ate her up in one big bite.

But Grandmamma was small and tough, 

And Wolfie wailed, ` That’s not enough!

`I haven’t yet begun to feel

`That I have had a decent meal!’

He ran around the kitchen yelping,

`I’ve got to have a second helping!’

Then added with a frightful leer,

`I’m therefore going to wait right here

`Till Little Miss Red Riding Hood

`Comes home from walking in the wood.’

He quickly put on Grandma’s clothes

(Of course he hadn’t eaten those).

He dressed himself in coat and hat.

He put on shoes and after that

He even brushed and curled his hair,

Then sat himself in Grandma’s chair.

In came the little girl in red.

She stopped. She stared. And then she said,

`What great big ears you have, Grandma.’

`All the better to hear you with,’ the Wolf replied.

` What great big eyes you have, Grandma,’

     Said Little Red Riding Hood.

`All the better to see you with,’ the Wolf replied.

He sat there watching her and smiled.

He thought, I’m going to eat this child.

Compared with her old Grandmamma

She’s going to taste like caviare.

Then Little Red Riding Hood said, `But Grandma,

What a lovely great big furry coat you have on.’

`That’s wrong!’ cried Wolf. `Have you forgot

`To tell me what BIG TEETH I’ve got?

`Ah well, no matter what you say,

I’m going to eat you anyway,’

The small girl smiles. One eyelid flickers.

She whips a pistol from her knickers.

She aims it at the creature’s head,


And bang bang bang she shoots him dead.

A few weeks later, in the wood

I came across Miss Riding Hood.

But what a change! No cloak of red,

No silly hood upon her head.

She said, `Hello, and do please note

`My lovely furry WOLFSKIN COAT.’

                                Roald Dahl

 QUESTIONS/ACTIVITIES FOR  THE  QUIZ

ROUND 1

True/False

i. Little Red Riding Hood ran out into the wood.

ii. The wolf was satisfied eating Grandma.                                                                                                                                                                                                

iii. Grandmother was short and fat.

iv. Little Red Riding Hood whipped a pistol from her pocket.

v. The wolf wanted to eat more.

vi. The poet was in the forest.

vii. The wolf waited for Little Red Riding Hood in Grandma’s chair.

viii. The wolf wore a coat of red.

Vocabulary

Find a word from the poem that means

i. Sly, unpleasant look

ii. Pickled fish eaten as delicacy

iii. Sleeveless outer garment hanging from the shoulders

iv. Completely                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Find the odd one out

i. Yelping, gulping, screaming, shrieking

ii. Pleasant, decent, recent, enjoyable

iii. Dared, stared, glared, gazed

iv. Sanitized, terrified, agonized, horrified 

ROUND 2

Complete the following

i. The wolf screamed and ______________all round the kitchen.

ii. Grandma was frightened of the wolf’s ______________smile.

iii. Little Red Riding Hood forgot to tell the wolf about the ______________it had got.

iv. The wolf _____________and curled his hair.

Rhyme

      Pick out two pairs of rhyming words from the poem (put forth to each of the teams).

ROUND 3

Questions

i. Why does the wolf complain when Little Red Riding Hood says, `But Grandma, what a lovely big furry coat you have got?’

ii. `The small girl smiles.’ Why does Little Red Riding Hood smile?

iii. `My lovely furry wolfskin coat.’ What has happened?

iv. Why did the wolf wail, `That’s not enough!’

v. Which phrase would describe the wolf best?

a) Clever and smart

b) Horrid and monstrous

c) Funny and ridiculous

vi. Which phrase would describe Grandma best?

a) Nice and pretty 

b) Small and tough

c) Clever and intelligent

vii. Little Red Riding Hood showed

a) Self-control

b) Presence of mind

c) Indifference

viii. Which phrase would describe Little Red Riding Hood best?

a) Cunning and smart

b) Foolish and silly

c) Simple and innocent

ROUND 4

Open-ended questions

i. Is the poet trying to shock us through his poem? Does he succeed?

ii. Why does the poet give a twist to the ending?

iii. Do you like this poem? Say why you like or dislike the poem?

iv. After reading the poem what are your feelings regarding the wolf?
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