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The Belogradchik Rocks
The Belogradchik Rocks are a group of bizarre shaped rock formations located on the western side of the Balkan Mountains near the town of Belogradchik in northwest Bulgaria. The rocks vary in color from primarily red to gray to yellow; some of the rocks reach up to 200 m in height. Many rocks have fantastic shapes and are associated with interesting legends. They are often named after people or objects they are thought to resemble. The Belogradchik Rocks are declared a Natural Landmark by the Bulgarian government and are a major tourist attraction in the region. They climbed to the top position in the ranking of the New Seven Wonders in the category “Caves, Rock formations, and Valleys” 
The Belogradchik Rocks are competing with 260 other landmarks from 220 nations from across the world. 77 of the 261 landmarks will be selected as finalists by the end of July 2009 through online voting at new7wonders.com. The winners will be known in 2011.

Legends

The Madonna

Every stone has its own story and legend, full of pains and heroism which explain the incredible stone beauty. There was a nunnery hidden between the rocks centuries ago. There every morning the monastery bells invited the nuns to pray. The youngest of them the nun Vitiniya couldn't hide her beauty under the cassock. The rumor about sister Vita spread out in the Roman Empire. On Peter's Day (June 29th) when people were allowed to visit the monasteries the destiny made Vita meet the roman patrician Antonio. They hid their love long time from the nuns. But a year after the result of their love appeared. A child's voice resounded in the nunnery. Vita was revealed and judged by the nuns. They decided to curse her and to expel her with the child. At that time Antonio appeared riding a white horse and begged the nuns to allow Vita to stay in. And a miracle occurred. Suddenly a storm broke out high above the rocks, a thunder was heard, an earthquake happened. The monastery fell down. Everything became stones: the Horseman, the Monks and Vita became the Madonna with the child in her lap.



      

     


The Schoolgirl
Once there lived a schoolgirl in town, a student in the dervish’s school, known for her raving beauty. The schoolgirl fell in love with a young hammer smith, and they used to meet each other near Subashin’s spring, known for its delicious water.










But the dervish was extremely envious of this pure love. One day, he waited for the schoolgirl near the spring when she was going for some water, and attacked her. She somehow managed to wrestle out of his hands and started running to the rocks, hoping to escape the fiend. She was running for a long time between the rocks, but the dervish mercilessly pursued her. Suddenly a bear came in front of the schoolgirl. Shocked by fear and amazement, she fell to her knees. She would rather have been torn apart and eaten by the bear than to be ravished in the arms of the hateful dervish.









At this moment, a miracle occurred. A loud thunder was heard and the day became night, and into the darkness, a scared cry of a girl, the frightening roar of a bear, and the terrified cry of a man rang out. Then a sinister silence fell around. And when it became light again, they all stood in stone – the Schoolgirl, the Bear in front of her, and the hateful Dervish behind her. And the sun was shining bright and peaceful as if nothing had happened.

